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New Life!
October-November is springtime. The days are lengthening, gardens are
blossoming, and summer is just around the corner. In the Church, we are
drawing close to the end of the liturgical year, and the new Church Year
begins on 2 December with Advent Sunday. This is a time of new awakenings
in our faith, like the spring season around us, like the growing daylight. The
great festival of Christmas, when we celebrate God coming among us in
human flesh, is not far off; this is our opportunity to prepare to welcome the
infant Jesus before the hectic days of December are on us. Using this Journal
regularly is one way in which we can do that.
The Journal is designed to encourage quiet reflection and meditation
on the daily readings, each day if possible. Even when time is short, it is still
worth simply reading the Gospel passage set for the day, so we can ponder it
in our hearts as we go about our daily activities.

Commencing prayers:
Prayer at the start of the day
Christ my companion,
you meet me at the beginning of each new day
and walk with me on the road.
Open my heart to know you and receive you,
that I may serve you in love for others
today and always. Amen.

Prayer at the ending of the day
Christ my companion,
you have walked with me on the road today
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and met me in those I have encountered.
Open my heart to know you
and receive you in your word,
so I may rest in peace and safety,
confident in your abiding love,
tonight and always. Amen.

Concluding prayer:
Prayer for the parish
Holy One,
you have revealed to your Church,
through your servant John,
the dazzling vision of your light,
the eternal Word of your truth,
the deep wisdom of your heart.
May we who are inspired by John
also walk in the way of Jesus the Christ;
here at the Junction,
wherever you send us,
in the service of love;
we pray in the name of Christ. Amen.

Monday 1 October

Suffer the little children
Luke 9:46-50
An argument arose among the disciples as to which one of them was
the greatest. But Jesus, aware of their inner thoughts, took a little child
and put it by his side, and said to them, ‘Whoever welcomes this child
in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the
one who sent me; for the least among all of you is the greatest’. John
!3

answered, ‘Master, we saw someone casting out demons in your name,
and we tried to stop him, because he does not follow with us’. But Jesus
said to him, ‘Do not stop him; for whoever is not against you is for
you’.

Tuesday 2 October

Jesus sets his face for Jerusalem
Luke 9: 51-56
When the days drew near for Jesus to be taken up, he set his face to go
to Jerusalem. And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they
entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; but they did
not receive him, because his face was set towards Jerusalem. When his
disciples James and John saw it, they said, ‘Lord, do you want us to
command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?’ But he
turned and rebuked them. Then they went on to another village.

Wednesday 3 October

‘Follow me’
Luke 9:57-62
As they were going along the road, someone said to Jesus, ‘I will follow
you wherever you go’. And Jesus said to him, ‘Foxes have holes, and
birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his
head’. To another he said, ‘Follow me’. But he said, ‘Lord, first let me
go and bury my father’. But Jesus said to him, ‘Let the dead bury their
own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God’.
Another said, ‘I will follow you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to
those at my home’. Jesus said to him, ‘No one who puts a hand to the
plough and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God’.
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Thursday 4 October
The kingdom of God is near
Luke 10: 1-12
After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him
in pairs to every town and place where he himself intended to go. He said to
them, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore ask the
Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest. Go on your way.
See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. Carry no
purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road. Whatever house you
enter, first say, “Peace to this house!” And if anyone is there who shares in
peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it will return to you.
Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the
labourer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to house.
Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set before
you; cure the sick who are there, and say to them, “The kingdom of God has
come near to you.” But whenever you enter a town and they do not welcome
you, go out into its streets and say, “Even the dust of your town that clings to
our feet, we wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of
God has come near.” I tell you, on that day it will be more tolerable for
Sodom than for that town.’

Friday 5 October
Listening to Jesus’ disciples
Luke 10: 13-16
Jesus said: ‘Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the deeds of
power done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have
repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. But at the judgement it will
be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon than for you. And you, Capernaum,
will you be exalted to heaven? No, you will be brought down to. Whoever
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listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you rejects me, and whoever
rejects me rejects the one who sent me.’

Saturday 6 October
Blessed are the eyes that see!
Luke 10: 17-24
The seventy returned with joy, saying, ‘Lord, in your name even the demons
submit to us!’ He said to them, ‘I watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash
of lightning. See, I have given you authority to tread on snakes and scorpions,
and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing will hurt you. Nevertheless,
do not rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your
names are written in heaven.’ At that same hour Jesus rejoiced in the Holy
Spirit and said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you
have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed
them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have
been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows who the Son is
except the Father, or who the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom
the Son chooses to reveal him.’ Then turning to the disciples, Jesus said to
them privately, ‘Blessed are the eyes that see what you see! For I tell you that
many prophets and kings desired to see what you see, but did not see it, and
to hear what you hear, but did not hear it.’

Sunday 7 October
THE FEAST OF ST FRANCIS
Matthew 11: 25-30
Jesus said, ‘I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have
hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them
to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been
handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the
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Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom
the Son chooses to reveal him. Come to me, all you that are weary and are
carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you,
and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find
rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’

Monday 8 October
The Good Samaritan
Luke 10: 25-37
Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. ‘Teacher,’ he said, ‘what must I do to
inherit eternal life?’ He said to him, ‘What is written in the law? What do you
read there?’ He answered, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your
mind; and your neighbour as yourself.’ And he said to him, ‘You have given
the right answer; do this, and you will live.’ But wanting to justify himself, he
asked Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbour?’
Jesus replied, ‘A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and
fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away,
leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road;
and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite,
when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a
Samaritan while travelling came near him; and when he saw him, he was
moved with pity. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured
oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to
an inn, and took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii, gave
them to the innkeeper, and said, “Take care of him; and when I come back, I
will repay you whatever more you spend.” Which of these three, do you
think, was a neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?’ He
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said, ‘The one who showed him mercy’. Jesus said to him, ‘Go and do
likewise’.

Tuesday 9 October
Choosing the better part
Luke 10: 38-42
Now as they went on their way, Jesus entered a certain village, where a
woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. She had a sister named
Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying. But
Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him and asked,
‘Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself ?
Tell her then to help me.’ But the Lord answered her, ‘Martha, Martha, you
are worried and distracted by many things; there is need of only one thing.
Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her.’

Wednesday 10 October
The Lord’s Prayer
Luke 11:1-4
Jesus was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his
disciples said to him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples’. He
said to them, ‘When you pray, say:
Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Give us each day our
daily bread. And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone
indebted to us. And do not bring us to the time of trial.’
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Thursday 11 October
Ask, and you will receive
Luke 11:5-13
Jesus said to them, ‘Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at
midnight and say to him, “Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; for a friend
of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.” And he answers
from within, “Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my
children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.” I tell
you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his
friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever
he needs. So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will
find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks
receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the
door will be opened. Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a
fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? Or if the child asks for an egg, will
give a scorpion? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to
your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit
to those who ask him!’

Friday 12 October
A kingdom divided against itself
Luke 11:15-26
Some of them said of Jesus, ‘He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the ruler of
the demons’. Others, to test him, kept demanding from him a sign from
heaven. But he knew what they were thinking and said to them, ‘Every
kingdom divided against itself becomes a desert, and house falls on house. If
Satan also is divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand? —for you
say that I cast out the demons by Beelzebul. Now if I cast out the demons by
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Beelzebul, by whom do your exorcists cast them out? Therefore they will be
your judges. But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out the demons, then
the kingdom of God has come to you. When a strong man, fully armed,
guards his castle, his property is safe. But when one stronger than he attacks
him and overpowers him, he takes away his armour in which he trusted and
divides his plunder.
Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather
with me scatters. When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it
wanders through waterless regions looking for a resting-place, but not finding
any, it says, “I will return to my house from which I came”. When it comes, it
finds it swept and put in order. Then it goes and brings seven other spirits
more evil than itself, and they enter and live there; and the last state of that
person is worse than the first.’

Saturday 13 October
The blessed obey God’s word
Luke 11: 27-28
While Jesus was saying this, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and said
to him, ‘Blessed is the womb that bore you and the breasts that nursed you!’
But he said, ‘Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it!’

Sunday 14 October
TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY
AFTER PENTECOST
Mark 10: 17-31
As Jesus was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and
asked him, ‘Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ Jesus said to
him, ‘Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. You know
the commandments: “You shall not murder; you shall not commit adultery;
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you shall not steal; you shall not bear false witness; you shall not defraud;
honour your father and mother”.’ He said to him, ‘Teacher, I have kept all
these since my youth’. Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, ‘You lack one
thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will
have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.’ When he heard this, he was
shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions.
Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, ‘How hard it will
be for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!’ And the disciples
were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again, ‘Children, how
hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through
the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of
God.’ They were greatly astounded and said to one another, ‘Then who can
be saved?’ Jesus looked at them and said, ‘For mortals it is impossible, but not
for God; for God all things are possible.’
Peter began to say to him, ‘Look, we have left everything and
followed you’. Jesus said, ‘Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house
or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and
for the sake of the good news, who will not receive a hundredfold now in this
age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with
persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. But many who are first will
be last, and the last will be first.’

Monday 15 October
Seeking a sign
Luke 11: 29-32
When the crowds were increasing, Jesus began to say, ‘This generation is an
evil generation; it asks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign
of Jonah. For just as Jonah became a sign to the people of Nineveh, so the
Son of Man will be to this generation. The queen of the South will rise at the
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judgement with the people of this generation and condemn them, because
she came from the ends of the earth to listen to the wisdom of Solomon, and
see, something greater than Solomon is here! The people of Nineveh will rise
up at the judgement with this generation and condemn it, because they
repented at the proclamation of Jonah, and see, something greater than
Jonah is here!’

Tuesday 16 October
Beware hypocrisy!
Luke 11: 37-41
While Jesus was speaking, a Pharisee invited him to dine with him; so he went
in and took his place at the table. The Pharisee was amazed to see that he did
not first wash before dinner. Then the Lord said to him, ‘Now you Pharisees
clean the outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside you are full of greed
and wickedness. You fools! Did not the one who made the outside make the
inside also? So give for alms those things that are within; and see, everything
will be clean for you.’

Wednesday 17 October
Woe to hypocrites!
Luke 11:42-46
Jesus said, ‘But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue and herbs of
all kinds, and neglect justice and the love of God; it is these you ought to have
practised, without neglecting the others. Woe to you Pharisees! For you love to
have the seat of honour in the synagogues and to be greeted with respect in
the market-places. Woe to you! For you are like unmarked graves, and people
walk over them without realizing it.’ One of the lawyers answered him,
‘Teacher, when you say these things, you insult us too’. And he said, ‘Woe also
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to you lawyers! For you load people with burdens hard to bear, and you
yourselves do not lift a finger to ease them.’

Thursday 18 October

Jesus castigates the Pharisees
Luke 11:47-54

Jesus said: ‘Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the prophets whom your
ancestors killed. So you are witnesses and approve of the deeds of your
ancestors; for they killed them, and you build their tombs. Therefore also the
Wisdom of God said, “I will send them prophets and apostles, some of whom
they will kill and persecute”, so that this generation may be charged with the
blood of all the prophets shed since the foundation of the world, from the
blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who perished between the altar and
the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, it will be charged against this generation. Woe to
you lawyers! For you have taken away the key of knowledge; you did not enter
yourselves, and you hindered those who were entering.’ When he went
outside, the scribes and the Pharisees began to be very hostile towards him
and to cross-examine him about many things, lying in wait for him, to catch
him in something he might say.

Friday 19 October
‘Do not be afraid’
Luke 12: 1-7
Meanwhile, when the crowd gathered in thousands, so that they trampled on
one another, Jesus began to speak first to his disciples, ‘Beware of the yeast of
the Pharisees, that is, their hypocrisy. Nothing is covered up that will not be
uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known. Therefore
whatever you have said in the dark will be heard in the light, and what you
have whispered behind closed doors will be proclaimed from the housetops. I
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tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and after that can do
nothing more. But I will warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after he has
killed, has authority to cast into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him! Are not five
sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten in God’s
sight. But even the hairs of your head are all counted. Do not be afraid; you
are of more value than many sparrows.’

Saturday 20 October
‘Do not worry’
Luke 12:8-12
Jesus said: ‘And I tell you, everyone who acknowledges me before others, the
Son of Man also will acknowledge before the angels of God; but whoever
denies me before others will be denied before the angels of God. And
everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven; but
whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven. When they
bring you before the synagogues, the rulers, and the authorities, do not worry
about how you are to defend yourselves or what you are to say; for the Holy
Spirit will teach you at that very hour what you ought to say.’

Sunday 21 October
TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY
AFTER PENTECOST
Mark 10: 35-45
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to Jesus and said to him,
‘Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you’. And he said to
them, ‘What is it you want me to do for you?’ And they said to him, ‘Grant us
to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory’. But Jesus
said to them, ‘You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the
cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?’
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They replied, ‘We are able’. Then Jesus said to them, ‘The cup that I drink
you will drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be
baptized; but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is
for those for whom it has been prepared.’
When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and
John. So Jesus called them and said to them, ‘You know that among the
Gentiles those whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and
their great ones are tyrants over them. But it is not so among you; but
whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, and
whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. For the Son of
Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for
many.’

Monday 22 October
Store up treasure in heaven
Luke 12: 13-21
Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, ‘Teacher, tell my brother to divide the
family inheritance with me’. But he said to him, ‘Friend, who set me to be a
judge or arbitrator over you?’ And he said to them, ‘Take care! Be on your
guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the
abundance of possessions.’
Then he told them a parable: ‘The land of a rich man produced
abundantly. And he thought to himself, “What should I do, for I have no
place to store my crops?” Then he said, “I will do this: I will pull down my
barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.
And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years;
relax, eat, drink, be merry.” But God said to him, “You fool! This very night
your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose
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will they be?” So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are
not rich towards God.’

Tuesday 23 October
‘Be ready!’
Luke 12:35-38
Jesus said: ‘Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who
are waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they
may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed are those
slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will
fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve
them. If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds
them so, blessed are those slaves.’

Wednesday 24 October
To whom much is given, much will be required
Luke 12: 39-48
Jesus said: ‘But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour
the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. You
also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.’
Peter said, ‘Lord, are you telling this parable for us or for everyone?’ And the
Lord said, ‘Who then is the faithful and prudent manager whom his master
will put in charge of his slaves, to give them their allowance of food at the
proper time? Blessed is that slave whom his master will find at work when he
arrives. Truly I tell you, he will put that one in charge of all his possessions.
But if that slave says to himself, “My master is delayed in coming”, and if he
begins to beat the other slaves, men and women, and to eat and drink and get
drunk, the master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect
him and at an hour that he does not know, and will cut him in pieces, and put
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him with the unfaithful. That slave who knew what his master wanted, but
did not prepare himself or do what was wanted, will receive a severe beating.
But one who did not know and did what deserved a beating will receive a
light beating. From everyone to whom much has been given, much will be
required; and from one to whom much has been entrusted, even more will be
demanded.’

Thursday 25 October
Fire on the earth
Luke 12:49-53
Jesus said: ‘I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already
kindled! I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am
under until it is completed! Do you think that I have come to bring peace to
the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! From now on, five in one
household will be divided, three against two and two against three; they will
be divided: father against son, and son against father, mother against
daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughterin-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.’

Friday 26 October
Interpreting the signs of the times
Luke 12: 54-59
Jesus said to the crowds, ‘When you see a cloud rising in the west, you
immediately say, “It is going to rain”; and so it happens. And when you see
the south wind blowing, you say, “There will be scorching heat”; and it
happens. You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth
and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time? And
why do you not judge for yourselves what is right? Thus, when you go with
your accuser before a magistrate, on the way make an effort to settle the case,
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or you may be dragged before the judge, and the judge hand you over to the
officer, and the officer throw you in prison. I tell you, you will never get out
until you have paid the very last penny.’

Saturday 27 October
The parable of the fig tree
Luke 13:1-9
At that very time there were some present who told Jesus about the Galileans
whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. He asked them, ‘Do you
think that because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse
sinners than all other Galileans? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will
all perish as they did. Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of
Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all the
others living in Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all
perish just as they did.’ Then he told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree
planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none.
So he said to the gardener, “See here! For three years I have come looking for
fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be
wasting the soil?” He replied, “Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig
round it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if
not, you can cut it down.” ’

Sunday 28 October
TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY
AFTER PENTECOST
Mark 10: 46-52
They came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples and a large crowd were
leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the
roadside. When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out
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and say, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!’ Many sternly ordered him
to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, ‘Son of David, have mercy on
me!’ Jesus stood still and said, ‘Call him here’. And they called the blind man,
saying to him, ‘Take heart; get up, he is calling you’. So throwing off his
cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. Then Jesus said to him, ‘What do you
want me to do for you?’ The blind man said to him, ‘My teacher, let me see
again’. Jesus said to him, ‘Go; your faith has made you well’. Immediately he
regained his sight and followed him on the way.

Monday 29 October
‘You are set free!’
Luke 13:10-17
Now Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. And just
then there appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen
years. She was bent over and was quite unable to stand up straight. When
Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, ‘Woman, you are set free from your
ailment’. When he laid his hands on her, immediately she stood up straight
and began praising God.
But the leader of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured
on the sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, ‘There are six days on which work
ought to be done; come on those days and be cured, and not on the sabbath
day.’ But the Lord answered him and said, ‘You hypocrites! Does not each of
you on the sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger, and lead it
away to give it water? And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham
whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, be set free from this bondage on
the sabbath day?’ When he said this, all his opponents were put to shame;
and the entire crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful things that he was
doing.
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Tuesday 30 October
The kingdom of God
Luke 13: 18-21
Jesus said, ‘What is the kingdom of God like? And to what should I compare
it? It is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in the garden; it
grew and became a tree, and the birds of the air made nests in its branches.’
And again he said, ‘To what should I compare the kingdom of God? It is like
yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all
of it was leavened.’

The last will be first
Luke 13: 22-30

Wednesday 31 October

Jesus went through one town and village after another, teaching as he made
his way to Jerusalem. Someone asked him, ‘Lord, will only a few be saved?’
He said to them, ‘Strive to enter through the narrow door; for many, I tell
you, will try to enter and will not be able. When once the owner of the house
has got up and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside and to knock at
the door, saying, “Lord, open to us”, then in reply he will say to you, “I do not
know where you come from.” Then you will begin to say, “We ate and drank
with you, and you taught in our streets.” But he will say, “I do not know
where you come from; go away from me, all you evildoers!” There will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth when you see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob
and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, and you yourselves thrown out.
Then people will come from east and west, from north and south, and will eat
in the kingdom of God. Indeed, some are last who will be first, and some are
first who will be last.’
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Thursday 1 November
‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord’
Luke 13: 31-35
Some Pharisees came and said to Jesus, ‘Get away from here, for
Herod wants to kill you’. He said to them, ‘Go and tell that fox for me,
“Listen, I am casting out demons and performing cures today and
tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. Yet today, tomorrow,
and the next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a
prophet to be killed away from Jerusalem.” Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the
city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How
often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers
her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! See, your house
is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes
when you say, “Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the
Lord”.’

Friday 2 November
Jesus heals on the sabbath
Luke 14:1-6
On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the
Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely. Just
then, in front of him, there was a man who had dropsy. And Jesus asked the
lawyers and Pharisees, ‘Is it lawful to cure people on the sabbath, or not?’ But
they were silent. So Jesus took him and healed him, and sent him away. Then
he said to them, ‘If one of you has a child or an ox that has fallen into a well,
will you not immediately pull it out on a sabbath day?’ And they could not
reply to this.
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Saturday 3 November
Those who humble themselves will be exalted
Luke 14: 1, 7-11
When Jesus noticed how the guests chose the places of honour at a banquet,
he told them a parable. ‘When you are invited by someone to a wedding
banquet, do not sit down at the place of honour, in case someone more
distinguished than you has been invited by your host; and the host who
invited both of you may come and say to you, “Give this person your place”,
and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. But when you
are invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes,
he may say to you, “Friend, move up higher”; then you will be honoured in
the presence of all who sit at the table with you. For all who exalt themselves
will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.’

Sunday 4 November
ALL SAINTS’ DAY
John 11: 32-44
When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said
to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died’. When
Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was
greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, ‘Where have you laid
him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see’. Jesus began to weep. So the
Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could not he who
opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’
Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave,
and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone’. Martha, the
sister of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench because
he has been dead for four days’. Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if
you believed, you would see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone.
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And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me.
I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd
standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.’ When he had said
this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man came out,
his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth.
Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go’.

Monday 5 November
Invite the poor, the crippled, the lame and the blind
Luke 14: 12-14
Jesus said to the one who had invited him, ‘When you give a luncheon or a
dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich
neighbours, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid.
But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the
blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be
repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.’

Tuesday 6 November
Giving God the priority
Luke 14: 15-24
One of the dinner guests, on hearing this, said to Jesus, ‘Blessed is anyone
who will eat bread in the kingdom of God!’ Then Jesus said to him,
‘Someone gave a great dinner and invited many. At the time for the dinner he
sent his slave to say to those who had been invited, “Come; for everything is
ready now”. But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, “I
have bought a piece of land, and I must go out and see it; please accept my
apologies”. Another said, “I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to
try them out; please accept my apologies”. Another said, “I have just been
married, and therefore I cannot come”. So the slave returned and reported
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this to his master. Then the owner of the house became angry and said to his
slave, “Go out at once into the streets and lanes of the town and bring in the
poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame”. And the slave said, “Sir, what
you ordered has been done, and there is still room”. Then the master said to
the slave, “Go out into the roads and lanes, and compel people to come in, so
that my house may be filled. For I tell you, none of those who were invited
will taste my dinner.” ’

Wednesday 7 November
The requirements of discipleship
Luke 14: 25-33
Now large crowds were travelling with Jesus; and he turned and said to them,
‘Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and
children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple.
Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. For
which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate
the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he
has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to
ridicule him, saying, “This fellow began to build and was not able to finish”.
Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down
first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who
comes against him with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other
is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So
therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your
possessions.’
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Thursday 8 November
The joy of God
Luke 15:1-10
All the tax-collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus. And the
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, ‘This fellow welcomes
sinners and eats with them’. So he told them this parable: ‘Which one of you,
having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninetynine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? When
he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes
home, he calls together his friends and neighbours, saying to them, “Rejoice
with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost”. Just so, I tell you, there will
be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine
righteous people who need no repentance. Or what woman having ten silver
coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and
search carefully until she finds it? When she has found it, she calls together
her friends and neighbours, saying, “Rejoice with me, for I have found the
coin that I had lost”. Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the
angels of God over one sinner who repents.’

Friday 9 November
The parable of the shrewd manager
Luke 16: 1-8
Jesus said to the disciples, ‘There was a rich man who had a manager, and
charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. So
he summoned him and said to him, “What is this that I hear about you? Give
me an account of your management, because you cannot be my manager any
longer.” Then the manager said to himself, “What will I do, now that my
master is taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig,
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and I am ashamed to beg. I have decided what to do so that, when I am
dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their homes.” So,
summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, “How much
do you owe my master?” He answered, “A hundred jugs of olive oil”. He said
to him, “Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty”. Then he asked
another, “And how much do you owe?” He replied, “A hundred containers of
wheat”. He said to him, “Take your bill and make it eighty”. And his master
commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the
children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation
than are the children of light.’

Saturday 10 November
You cannot serve two masters
Luke 16: 10-15
Jesus said: ‘Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and
whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. If then you have
not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true
riches? And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who
will give you what is your own? No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will
either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise
the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.’ The Pharisees, who were lovers
of money, heard all this, and they ridiculed him. So he said to them, ‘You are
those who justify yourselves in the sight of others; but God knows your hearts;
for what is prized by human beings is an abomination in the sight of God.’
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Sunday 11 November
TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY
AFTER PENTECOST
Mark 12: 38-44
As Jesus taught, he said, ‘Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in
long robes, and to be greeted with respect in the market-places, and to have
the best seats in the synagogues and places of honour at banquets! They
devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say long prayers. They
will receive the greater condemnation.’ He sat down opposite the treasury,
and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. Many rich people
put in large sums. A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins,
which are worth a penny. Then he called his disciples and said to them, ‘Truly
I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are
contributing to the treasury. For all of them have contributed out of their
abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she
had to live on.’

Monday 12 November
Forgive one another
Luke 17: 1-6
Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Occasions for stumbling are bound to come, but
woe to anyone by whom they come! It would be better for you if a millstone
were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea than for you
to cause one of these little ones to stumble. Be on your guard! If another
disciple sins, you must rebuke the offender, and if there is repentance, you
must forgive. And if the same person sins against you seven times a day, and
turns back to you seven times and says, “I repent”, you must forgive.’ The
apostles said to the Lord, ‘Increase our faith!’ The Lord replied, ‘If you had
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faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, “Be
uprooted and planted in the sea”, and it would obey you’.

Tuesday 13 November
Doing what we ought to do!
Luke 17:7-10
Jesus said: ‘Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in
from ploughing or tending sheep in the field, “Come here at once and take
your place at the table”? Would you not rather say to him, “Prepare supper
for me, put on your apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later you may
eat and drink”? Do you thank the slave for doing what was commanded? So
you also, when you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, “We are
worthless slaves; we have done only what we ought to have done!” ’

Wednesday 14 November
Jesus heals ten lepers
Luke 17: 11-19
On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between
Samaria and Galilee. As he entered a village, ten lepers approached him.
Keeping their distance, they called out, saying, ‘Jesus, Master, have mercy on
us!’ When he saw them, he said to them, ‘Go and show yourselves to the
priests’. And as they went, they were made clean. Then one of them, when he
saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. He
prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. And he was a Samaritan.
Then Jesus asked, ‘Were not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are
they? Was none of them found to return and give praise to God except this
foreigner?’ Then he said to him, ‘Get up and go on your way; your faith has
made you well’.
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Thursday 15 November
The coming of the kingdom of God
Luke 17: 20-25
Once Jesus was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God was
coming, and he answered, ‘The kingdom of God is not coming with things
that can be observed; nor will they say, “Look, here it is!” or “There it is!” For,
in fact, the kingdom of God is among you.’ Then he said to the disciples,
‘The days are coming when you will long to see one of the days of the Son of
Man, and you will not see it. They will say to you, “Look there!” or “Look
here!” Do not go, do not set off in pursuit. For as the lightning flashes and
lights up the sky from one side to the other, so will the Son of Man be in his
day. But first he must endure much suffering and be rejected by this
generation.’

Friday 16 November
Jesus speaks of the last days
Luke 17: 26-37
Jesus said: ‘Just as it was in the days of Noah, so too it will be in the days of
the Son of Man. They were eating and drinking, and marrying and being
given in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and the flood came
and destroyed all of them. Likewise, just as it was in the days of Lot: they
were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and building, but on
the day that Lot left Sodom, it rained fire and sulphur from heaven and
destroyed all of them —it will be like that on the day that the Son of Man is
revealed. On that day, anyone on the housetop who has belongings in the
house must not come down to take them away; and likewise anyone in the
field must not turn back. Remember Lot’s wife. Those who try to make their
life secure will lose it, but those who lose their life will keep it. I tell you, on
that night there will be two in one bed; one will be taken and the other left.
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There will be two women grinding meal together; one will be taken and the
other left.’ Then they asked him, ‘Where, Lord?’ He said to them, ‘Where the
corpse is, there the vultures will gather’.

Saturday 17 November
Pray without ceasing
Luke 18: 1-8
Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose
heart. He said, ‘In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God
nor had respect for people. In that city there was a widow who kept coming to
him and saying, “Grant me justice against my opponent”. For a while he
refused; but later he said to himself, “Though I have no fear of God and no
respect for anyone, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant
her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually coming”. ’ And
the Lord said, ‘Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God grant
justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in
helping them? I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when
the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?’

Sunday 18 November
TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY
AFTER PENTECOST
Mark 13: 1-11
As Jesus came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, ‘Look,
Teacher, what large stones and what large buildings!’ Then Jesus asked him,
‘Do you see these great buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon
another; all will be thrown down.’ When he was sitting on the Mount of
Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John, and Andrew asked him
privately, ‘Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign that all these
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things are about to be accomplished?’ Then Jesus began to say to them,
‘Beware that no one leads you astray. Many will come in my name and say, “I
am he!” and they will lead many astray. When you hear of wars and rumours
of wars, do not be alarmed; this must take place, but the end is still to come.
For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will
be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. This is but the
beginning of the birth pangs. As for yourselves, beware; for they will hand
you over to councils; and you will be beaten in synagogues; and you will stand
before governors and kings because of me, as a testimony to them. And the
good news must first be proclaimed to all nations. When they bring you to
trial and hand you over, do not worry beforehand about what you are to say;
but say whatever is given you at that time, for it is not you who speak, but the
Holy Spirit.’

Monday 19 November
Jesus heals a blind man
Luke 18: 35-43
As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging.
When he heard a crowd going by, he asked what was happening. They told
him, ‘Jesus of Nazareth is passing by’. Then he shouted, ‘Jesus, Son of David,
have mercy on me!’ Those who were in front sternly ordered him to be quiet;
but he shouted even more loudly, ‘Son of David, have mercy on me!’ Jesus
stood still and ordered the man to be brought to him; and when he came
near, he asked him, ‘What do you want me to do for you?’ He said, ‘Lord, let
me see again’. Jesus said to him, ‘Receive your sight; your faith has saved you’.
Immediately he regained his sight and followed him, glorifying God; and all
the people, when they saw it, praised God.
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Tuesday 20 November
Jesus calls Zacchaeus
Luke 19: 1-10
Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there named
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax-collector and was rich. He was trying to see
who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was
short in stature. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycomore tree to see him,
because he was going to pass that way. When Jesus came to the place, he
looked up and said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay
at your house today’. So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. All
who saw it began to grumble and said, ‘He has gone to be the guest of one
who is a sinner’. Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, ‘Look, half of
my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone
of anything, I will pay back four times as much’. Then Jesus said to him,
‘Today salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham.
For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.’

Wednesday 21 November
The parable of the talents
Luke 19: 11-28
Jesus went on to tell a parable, because he was near Jerusalem, and because
they supposed that the kingdom of God was to appear immediately. So he
said, ‘A nobleman went to a distant country to get royal power for himself
and then return. He summoned ten of his slaves, and gave them ten pounds,
and said to them, “Do business with these until I come back”. But the citizens
of his country hated him and sent a delegation after him, saying, “We do not
want this man to rule over us”. When he returned, having received royal
power, he ordered these slaves, to whom he had given the money, to be
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summoned so that he might find out what they had gained by trading. The
first came forward and said, “Lord, your pound has made ten more pounds”.
He said to him, “Well done, good slave! Because you have been trustworthy in
a very small thing, take charge of ten cities.” Then the second came, saying,
“Lord, your pound has made five pounds”. He said to him, “And you, rule
over five cities”. Then the other came, saying, “Lord, here is your pound. I
wrapped it up in a piece of cloth, for I was afraid of you, because you are a
harsh man; you take what you did not deposit, and reap what you did not
sow”. He said to him, “I will judge you by your own words, you wicked slave!
You knew, did you, that I was a harsh man, taking what I did not deposit and
reaping what I did not sow? Why then did you not put my money into the
bank? Then when I returned, I could have collected it with interest.” He said
to the bystanders, “Take the pound from him and give it to the one who has
ten pounds”. (And they said to him, “Lord, he has ten pounds!”) “I tell you, to
all those who have, more will be given; but from those who have nothing, even
what they have will be taken away. But as for these enemies of mine who did
not want me to be king over them—bring them here and slaughter them in
my presence.” ’ After he had said this, he went on ahead, going up to
Jerusalem.

Thursday 22 November
Jesus weeps over Jerusalem
Luke 19:41-44
As Jesus came near and saw Jerusalem, he wept over it, saying, ‘If you, even
you, had only recognized on this day the things that make for peace! But now
they are hidden from your eyes. Indeed, the days will come upon you, when
your enemies will set up ramparts around you and surround you, and hem
you in on every side. They will crush you to the ground, you and your
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children within you, and they will not leave within you one stone upon
another; because you did not recognize the time of your visitation from God.’

Friday 23 November
Jesus cleanses the temple
Luke 19: 45-48
Jesus entered the temple and began to drive out those who were selling things
there; and he said, ‘It is written, “My house shall be a house of prayer”; but
you have made it a den of thieves’. Every day he was teaching in the temple.
The chief priests, the scribes, and the leaders of the people kept looking for a
way to kill him; but they did not find anything they could do, for all the
people were spellbound by what they heard.

Saturday 24 November
God of the living
Luke 20: 27-40
Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to Jesus and
asked him a question, ‘Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother
dies, leaving a wife but no children, the man shall marry the widow and raise
up children for his brother. Now there were seven brothers; the first married,
and died childless; then the second and the third married her, and so in the
same way all seven died childless. Finally the woman also died. In the
resurrection, therefore, whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had
married her.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Those who belong to this age marry and are
given in marriage; but those who are considered worthy of a place in that age
and in the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in
marriage. Indeed they cannot die any more, because they are like angels and
are children of God, being children of the resurrection. And the fact that the
dead are raised Moses himself showed, in the story about the bush, where he
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speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God
of Jacob. Now he is God not of the dead, but of the living; for to him all of
them are alive.’ Then some of the scribes answered, ‘Teacher, you have
spoken well’. For they no longer dared to ask him another question.

Sunday 25 November
THE REIGN OF CHRIST
John 18: 33-37
Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, ‘Are
you the King of the Jews?’ Jesus answered, ‘Do you ask this on your own, or
did others tell you about me?’ Pilate replied, ‘I am not a Jew, am I? Your own
nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you
done?’ Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom
were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being
handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.’ Pilate
asked him, ‘So you are a king?’ Jesus answered, ‘You say that I am a king. For
this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth.
Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.’

Monday 26 November
The widow’s mite
Luke 21:1-4
Jesus looked up and saw rich people putting their gifts into the treasury; he
also saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins. He said, ‘Truly I tell
you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them; for all of them have
contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in all
she had to live on.’
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Tuesday 27 November
The end times
Luke 21: 5-11
When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with
beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, Jesus said, ‘As for these things that
you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all
will be thrown down’. They asked him, ‘Teacher, when will this be, and what
will be the sign that this is about to take place?’ And he said, ‘Beware that you
are not led astray; for many will come in my name and say, “I am he!” and,
“The time is near!” Do not go after them. When you hear of wars and
insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take place first, but the
end will not follow immediately.’ Then he said to them, ‘Nation will rise
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will be great
earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues; and there will be
dreadful portents and great signs from heaven.’

Wednesday 28 November
Not a hair of your head will perish
Luke 21:12-19
Jesus said: ‘Before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they
will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before
kings and governors because of my name. This will give you an opportunity
to testify. So make up your minds not to prepare your defence in advance; for
I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able
to withstand or contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers,
by relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. You will be
hated by all because of my name. But not a hair of your head will perish. By
your endurance you will gain your souls.’
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Thursday 29 November
‘Your redemption draws near’
Luke 21:20-28
Jesus said, ‘When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its
desolation has come near. Then those in Judea must flee to the mountains,
and those inside the city must leave it, and those out in the country must not
enter it; for these are days of vengeance, as a fulfilment of all that is written.
Woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing infants in those
days! For there will be great distress on the earth and wrath against this
people; they will fall by the edge of the sword and be taken away as captives
among all nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles, until
the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. There will be signs in the sun, the
moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by the
roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding
of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be
shaken. Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in a cloud” with power
and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and
raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.’

Friday 30 November
ANDREW, APOSTLE & MARTYR
Matthew 4: 18-22
As Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is
called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the lake—for they
were fishermen. And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you fish for
people’. Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went from
there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John,

!37

in the boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them.
Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him.
Andrew was the brother of Simon Peter and like his brother, a fisherman. He is one of the
first disciples to be called by Jesus. Tradition maintains that he was martyred by crucifixion
in Patras in the year 60. In the Anglican Communion, his feast day and the days around it
are set aside for intercession for foreign missions; it has also been a time for ordinations. St
Andrew is patron saint of Scotland (his X-shaped cross forms part of the British flag, the
Union Jack) as well as of Greece and Russia.
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