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The New Year begins!
We are now in Advent, the beginning of the new Church year, and the season
of waiting. We wait with Mary of Nazareth for the coming of the Christ
Child, and traditionally at this time, for the coming of God’s realm in all its
fullness. In the busyness of the pre-Christmas season, it can be especially hard
to set time aside to spend with God, but it is important that we do try to ‘wait
for the Lord’ quietly each day. Continuing our established pattern of regular
devotion as the hectic times threaten to engulf us is particularly important at
this time of the year.
This Journal offers one way of making our spiritual preparation for
Christmas & Epiphany, the quieter holiday season of January, and all that the
New Year will bring. In this new Church year – Year B in the three-year cycle
– the central Gospel in the Sunday readings is Mark, so a brief introduction
to Mark’s Gospel is included here.
Note that references for the Old Testament reading and psalm for the
day are no longer included with the daily Gospel reading. They can be found
in An Australian Lectionary 2018, available from the parish office for $14.
Commencing prayers:
Prayer at the start of the day
Christ my companion,
you meet me at the beginning of each new day
and walk with me on the road.
Open my heart to know you and receive you,
that I may serve you in love for others
today and always. Amen.
Prayer at the ending of the day
Christ my companion,
you have walked with me on the road today
and met me in those I have encountered.
Open my heart to know you and receive you in your word,
so I may rest in peace and safety,
confident in your abiding love,
tonight and always. Amen.
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Concluding prayers:
Prayer for the parish
Holy One,
you have revealed to your Church,
through your servant John,
the dazzling vision of your light,
the eternal Word of your truth,
the deep wisdom of your heart.
May we who are inspired by John
also walk in the way of Jesus the Christ;
here at the Junction,
wherever you send us,
in the service of love;
we pray in the name of Christ. Amen.
Advent Prayer
God our deliverer,
whose approaching birth
still shakes the foundations of our world:
may we so wait for your coming
with eagerness and hope
that we embrace without terror
the labour pangs of the new age,
through Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Gospel according to Mark
Most scholars agree that St Mark’s Gospel was the first Gospel to be
written, and formed the basis for the later and longer Gospels of Matthew
and Luke. It is not known who wrote this Gospel, or where, but it is
generally dated between 65 and 75 AD. It is important to remember that it
is not a biography in the modern chronological sense, but rather a theological
biography. It offers one perspective on the saving life, death and
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resurrection of Jesus; the other three Gospels each provide other
perspectives.
Along with Matthew and Luke, its main theme is the kingdom of
God – God’s gracious, sovereign activity – as apparent in the life and ministry
of Jesus. He heals the sick, forgives people, draws in outsiders, raises the dead,
and renounces power; this is a foretaste of the kingdom. Mark’s Gospel is
short, powerful and uncompromising, pre-occupied with the general failure
of Jesus’ disciples to understand who he is and what following him really
means. Australian Catholic scholar Professor Frank Moloney sees this preoccupation as evidence of the failure of the worshipping community, to
which the author belonged, in the face of persecution. Mark, he says, tells
the story of failed disciples, written for failed and failing disciples. That is why
this Gospel speaks so powerfully to all Christians who struggle to follow Jesus,
often despairing of our own continuing failure. Fr Moloney sees Mark’s
Gospel as a ‘fascinating and perplexing story of good and bad news, of
blessing and failure’.
Mark’s ‘Good News’ is centred firmly in the life, death and
resurrection of Jesus, on which the life of the new community of Christians
depended. It is in the Christian community and here only, that we can fully
understand the radical nature of this astonishing Good News.

Friday 1 December
The Kingdom of God is near
Luke 21: 29-33
Jesus told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as
they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is
already near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that
the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass
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away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but
my words will not pass away.’

Be alert
Luke 21: 34-36

Saturday 2 December

Jesus said: ‘Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with
dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does
not catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on
the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have
the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand
before the Son of Man.’

Mark 13: 24-37

Sunday 3 December
ADVENT SUNDAY

Jesus said: ‘In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and
the moon will not give its, and the stars will be falling from, and the powers
in the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see “the Son of Man coming
in clouds” with great power and glory. Then he will send out the angels,
and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the
ends of heaven. ‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch
becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So
also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the
very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these
things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will
not pass away. But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels
in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do
not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a journey,
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when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and
commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for
you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or
at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep
when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.’

Monday 4 December
‘Lord, I am not worthy’
Matthew 8: 5-11
When Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, appealing to
him and saying, ‘Lord, my servant is lying at home paralysed, in terrible
distress.’ And he said to him, ‘I will come and cure him.’ The centurion
answered, ‘Lord, I am not worthy to have you come under my roof; but
only speak the word, and my servant will be healed. For I also am a man
under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to one, “Go”, and he
goes, and to another, “Come”, and he comes, and to my slave, “Do this”,
and the slave does it.’ When Jesus heard him, he was amazed and said to
those who followed him, ‘Truly I tell you, in no one in Israel have I found
such faith. I tell you, many will come from east and west and will eat with
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.

Tuesday 5 December
‘Blessed are the eyes that see what you see!’
Luke 10: 21-24
At that same hour Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, ‘I thank you,
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things
from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes,
Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to
me by my Father; and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, or
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who the Father is except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to
reveal him.’ Then turning to the disciples, Jesus said to them privately,
‘Blessed are the eyes that see what you see! For I tell you that many prophets
and kings desired to see what you see, but did not see it, and to hear what
you hear, but did not hear it.’

Wednesday 6 December
Jesus heals the sick and feeds the crowd
Matthew 15:29-37
After Jesus had left that place, he passed along the Sea of Galilee, and he
went up the mountain, where he sat down. Great crowds came to him,
bringing with them the lame, the maimed, the blind, the mute, and many
others. They put them at his feet, and he cured them, so that the crowd was
amazed when they saw the mute speaking, the maimed whole, the lame
walking, and the blind seeing. And they praised the God of Israel. Then
Jesus called his disciples to him and said, ‘I have compassion for the crowd,
because they have been with me now for three days and have nothing to
eat; and I do not want to send them away hungry, for they might faint on
the way.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Where are we to get enough bread in
the desert to feed so great a crowd?’ Jesus asked them, ‘How many loaves
have you?’ They said, ‘Seven, and a few small fish.’ Then ordering the
crowd to sit down on the ground, he took the seven loaves and the fish; and
after giving thanks he broke them and gave them to the disciples, and the
disciples gave them to the crowds. And all of them ate and were filled; and
they took up the broken pieces left over, seven baskets full.
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Doing God’s will
Matthew 7: 21-27

Thursday 7 December

Jesus said: ‘Not everyone who says to me, “Lord, Lord”, will enter the
kingdom of heaven, but only one who does the will of my Father in heaven.
On that day many will say to me, “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your
name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many deeds of power in
your name?” Then I will declare to them, “I never knew you; go away from
me, you evildoers”.
‘Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will
be like a wise man who built his house on rock. The rain fell, the floods came,
and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had
been founded on rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and
does not act on them will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand.
The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that
house, and it fell – and great was its fall!’

Friday 8 December
‘Jesus, have mercy on us!’
Matthew 9: 27-31
As Jesus went on from there, two blind men followed him, crying loudly,
‘Have mercy on us, Son of David!’ When he entered the house, the blind
men came to him; and Jesus said to them, ‘Do you believe that I am able to
do this?’ They said to him, ‘Yes, Lord.’ Then he touched their eyes and
said, ‘According to your faith let it be done to you.’ And their eyes were
opened. Then Jesus sternly ordered them, ‘See that no one knows of this.’
But they went away and spread the news about him throughout that
district.
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Saturday 9 December

Proclaiming the Good News
Matthew 9:35-10:1, 5-8

Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their
synagogues, and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and curing
every disease and every sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had
compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep
without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful,
but the labourers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out
labourers into his harvest’.
Then Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over
unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to cure every disease and every
sickness. These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: ‘Go
nowhere among the Gentiles, and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go
rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. As you go, proclaim the good
news, “The kingdom of heaven has come near.” Cure the sick, raise the
dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. You received without payment;
give without payment.’

Mark 1:1-8

Sunday 10 December
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is
written in the prophet Isaiah, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of
you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the
wilderness:“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight”.’
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
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repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John
was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he
ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful
than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the
thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit.’

Monday 11 December
Stand up and walk!
Luke 5: 17-26
One day, while Jesus was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law were
sitting nearby (they had come from every village of Galilee and Judea and
from Jerusalem); and the power of the Lord was with him to heal. Just then
some men came, carrying a paralysed man on a bed. They were trying to
bring him in and lay him before Jesus; but finding no way to bring him in
because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and let him down with his
bed through the tiles into the middle of the crowd in front of Jesus. When
he saw their faith, he said, ‘Friend, your sins are forgiven you’.
Then the scribes and the Pharisees began to question, ‘Who is this who is
speaking blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?’ When Jesus
perceived their questionings, he answered them, ‘Why do you raise such
questions in your hearts? Which is easier, to say, “Your sins are forgiven
you”, or to say, “Stand up and walk”? But so that you may know that the
Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins’—he said to the one who
was paralysed—‘I say to you, stand up and take your bed and go to your
home.’ Immediately he stood up before them, took what he had been lying
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on, and went to his home, glorifying God. Amazement seized all of them,
and they glorified God and were filled with awe, saying, ‘We have seen
strange things today’.

Tuesday 12 December

Searching for the lost sheep
Matthew 18:12-14

Jesus said: ‘What do you think? If a shepherd has a hundred sheep, and one
of them has gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the
mountains and go in search of the one that went astray? And if he finds it,
truly I tell you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never
went astray. So it is not the will of your Father in heaven that one of these
little ones should be lost.’

Wednesday 13 December

Rest for your souls
Matthew 11: 28-30

Jesus said: ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from
me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.’

Thursday 14 December
Listen!
Matthew 11:11-15
Jesus said: ‘Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen
greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is
greater than he. From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom
of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. For all the
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prophets and the law prophesied until John came; and if you are willing to
accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. Let anyone with ears listen!’

The friend of sinners
Matthew 11: 16-19

Friday 15 December

Jesus said: ‘But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children
sitting in the market-places and calling to one another, “We played the flute
for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.” For
John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, “He has a demon”; the
Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, “Look, a glutton and a
drunkard, a friend of tax-collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is vindicated
by her deeds.’

Saturday 16 December

Jesus predicts his suffering
Matthew 17: 10-13

The disciples asked Jesus, ‘Why, then, do the scribes say that Elijah must
come first?’ He replied, ‘Elijah is indeed coming and will restore all things;
but I tell you that Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him,
but they did to him whatever they pleased. So also the Son of Man is about
to suffer at their hands.’ Then the disciples understood that he was speaking
to them about John the Baptist.

Sunday 17 December
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
John 1: 6-8, 19-28
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. This is the
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testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from
Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ He confessed and did not deny it, but
confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’ And they asked him, ‘What then? Are
you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’
Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who
sent us. What do you say about yourself ?’ He said, ‘I am the voice of one
crying out in the wilderness, “Make straight the way of the”’, as the
prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.

They

asked him, ‘Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor
Elijah, nor the prophet?’ John answered them, ‘I baptize with water. Among
you stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I
am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.’ This took place in Bethany
across the Jordan where John was baptizing.

Monday 18 December
Joseph responds to God’s call
Matthew 1: 18-24
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a
righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to
dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not
be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from
the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he
will save his people from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfil what had
been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: ‘Look, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel’, which
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means, ‘God is with us.’ When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel
of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife.

Tuesday 19 December
A child in old age
Luke 1: 5-25
In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah,
who belonged to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of
Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous before
God, living blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations
of the Lord. But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren, and
both were getting on in years.
Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty,
he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter
the sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. Now at the time of the
incense-offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying outside.
Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side
of the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear
overwhelmed him. But the angel said to him, ‘Do not be afraid, Zechariah,
for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son,
and you will name him John. You will have joy and gladness, and many will
rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must
never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled with
the Holy Spirit. He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their
God. With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the
hearts of parents to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of
the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.’
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Zechariah said to the angel, ‘How will I know that this is so? For I am an
old man, and my wife is getting on in years.’ The angel replied, ‘I am
Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to
you and to bring you this good news. But now, because you did not believe
my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will become mute,
unable to speak, until the day these things occur.’
Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his
delay in the sanctuary. When he did come out, he could not speak to them,
and they realized that he had seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept
motioning to them and remained unable to speak. When his time of service
was ended, he went to his home. After those days his wife Elizabeth
conceived, and for five months she remained in seclusion. She said, ‘This is
what the Lord has done for me when he looked favourably on me and took
away the disgrace I have endured among my people.’

Wednesday 20 December
‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord’
Luke 1: 26-38
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee
called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of
the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and
said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.
The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour
with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and
you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor
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David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a
virgin?’ The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born
will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth
in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her
who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.’ Then
Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according
to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her.

Thursday 21 December
THOMAS, APOSTLE & MARTYR
John 20: 24-29
Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with the
disciples when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen
the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his
hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I
will not believe.’
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them
and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger
here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not
doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus
said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are
those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’
St Thomas, one of the 12 Apostles, is perhaps best known as ‘doubting Thomas’ because
of the story related in the Gospel for today. His cry when he does see the risen Jesus –
‘My Lord and my God’ – marks him as the first to proclaim Jesus’ divinity. Tradition has
it that Thomas took the Gospel to India, where he was martyred.
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Friday 22 December
Mary’s Song
Luke 1: 46-56
Mary said,
‘My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;
for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name.
His mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones,
and lifted up the lowly;
he has filled the hungry with good things,
and sent the rich away empty.
He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he made to our ancestors,
to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’
And Mary remained with Elizabeth for about three months and then
returned to her home.
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Saturday 23 December

The birth of John the Baptist
Luke 1: 57-66

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her
neighbours and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to
her, and they rejoiced with her. On the eighth day they came to circumcise
the child, and they were going to name him Zechariah after his father. But
his mother said, ‘No; he is to be called John.’ They said to her, ‘None of
your relatives has this name.’ Then they began motioning to his father to
find out what name he wanted to give him. He asked for a writing-tablet
and wrote, ‘His name is John.’ And all of them were amazed. Immediately
his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and he began to speak,
praising God. Fear came over all their neighbours, and all these things were
talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. All who heard
them pondered them and said, ‘What then will this child become?’ For,
indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him.

Sunday 24 December
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Luke 1: 26-38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee
called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of
the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and
said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.
The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour
with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and
you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor
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David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.’
Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel
said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy;
he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old
age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was
said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.’ Then Mary
said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to
your word.’ Then the angel departed from her.

Monday 25 December
CHRISTMAS DAY
John 1: 1-14
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has
come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light,
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the
world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people
did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name,
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he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or
of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And the Word
became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as
of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

Tuesday 26 December
THE FEAST OF STEPHEN

Matthew 10: 17-22

Jesus said: ‘Beware of them, for they will hand you over to councils and flog
you in their synagogues; and you will be dragged before governors and
kings because of me, as a testimony to them and the Gentiles. When they
hand you over, do not worry about how you are to speak or what you are to
say; for what you are to say will be given to you at that time; for it is not you
who speak, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. Brother will
betray brother to death, and a father his child, and children will rise against
parents and have them put to death; and you will be hated by all because of
my name. But the one who endures to the end will be saved.’
Stephen was a deacon in the early church, martyred for his unflinching commitment to
Jesus Christ. He was the first Christian martyr. His stoning to death outside Jerusalem
was witnessed by Saul of Tarsus, a fierce persecutor of Christians. After his own
conversion, he became Paul, the great Christian missionary and apologist.

Wednesday 27 December
John saw and believed
John 20: 2-8
Mary Magdalene ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the
one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of
the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.’ Then Peter and
the other disciple set out and went towards the tomb. The two were running
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together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He
bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did
not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb.
He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on
Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by
itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and
he saw and believed.

Thursday 28 December
HOLY INNOCENTS
Matthew 2: 13-18
Now after the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph
in a dream and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to
Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the
child, to destroy him.’ Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by
night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod.
This was to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet,
‘Out of Egypt I have called my son.’
When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was
infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem
who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had learned
from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the
prophet Jeremiah:
‘A voice was heard in Ramah,
and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children;
refused to be consoled, because they are no more.’

!21

Friday 29 December

Simeon hails the Messiah
Luke 2: 22-35

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses,
they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written
in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to
the Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law
of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the
Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit
that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided
by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought
in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon
took him in his arms and praised God, saying,
‘
Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your
word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the
presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory
to your people Israel.’
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said
about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This
child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a
sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be
revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’

Saturday 30 December
Great faith rewarded
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Luke 2: 36-40
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband for seven
years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She
never left the temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night
and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak
about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.
When Mary and Joseph had finished everything required by the law of the
Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child
grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was
upon him.

Sunday 31 December
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
Luke 2: 22-40
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses,
they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, (as it is
written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as
holy to the Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in
the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the
Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit
that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.
Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law,
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Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, ‘Master, now you are
dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word; for my eyes have
seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.’
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said
about him.
Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is
destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that
will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a
sword will pierce your own soul too.’
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband for seven
years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She
never left the temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night
and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak
about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.
When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they
returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and
became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him.

Monday 1 January
THE NAMING & CIRCUMCISION OF JESUS
Luke 2: 15-21
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken
place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went with haste and
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found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it
had been told them.
After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was
called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the
womb.

Tuesday 2 January

‘Make straight the way of the Lord’
John 1:19-28

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites
from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ He confessed and did not deny
it, but confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’ And they asked him, ‘What then?
Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He answered,
‘No.’ Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an answer for those
who sent us. What do you say about yourself ?’ He said,
‘I am the voice of one crying out in wilderness,
“Make straight the way of the Lord”’, as the prophet Isaiah said.
Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked him, ‘Why then
are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the
prophet?’ John answered them, ‘I baptize with water. Among you stands
one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not
worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.’ This took place in Bethany across
the Jordan where John was baptizing.
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Wednesday 3 January

‘This is the Son of God’
John 1:29-34

The next day John the Baptist saw Jesus coming towards him and declared,
‘Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! This is he
of whom I said, “After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he
was before me.” I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with
water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.’ And John
testified, ‘I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it
remained on him. I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to
baptize with water said to me, “He on whom you see the Spirit descend and
remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” And I myself have
seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.’

Thursday 4 January
The Lamb of God
John 1: 35-42
The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he
watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, ‘Look, here is the Lamb of God!’ The
two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. When Jesus turned
and saw them following, he said to them, ‘What are you looking for?’ They
said to him, ‘Rabbi’ (which translated means Teacher), ‘where are you
staying?’ He said to them, ‘Come and see.’ They came and saw where he
was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock
in the afternoon. One of the two who heard John speak and followed him
was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his brother Simon and
said to him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ (which is translated Anointed). He
brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, ‘You are Simon son of
John. You are to be called Cephas’ (which is translated Peter).
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‘Follow me’
John 1: 43-51

Friday 5 January

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to
him, ‘Follow me.’ Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and
Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found him about
whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph
from Nazareth.’ Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good come out of
Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, ‘Come and see.’ When Jesus saw Nathanael
coming towards him, he said of him, ‘Here is truly an Israelite in whom
there is no deceit!’ Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did you come to know
me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.’
Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of
Israel!’ Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe because I told you that I saw you
under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.’ And he said to
him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of
God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.’

Saturday 6 January
The baptism of Jesus
Mark 1: 7-11
This is what John the Baptist proclaimed: “One mightier than I is coming
after me. I am not worthy to stoop and loosen the thongs of his sandals.
I have baptized you with water; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
It happened in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and
was baptized in the Jordan by John.
On coming up out of the water he saw the heavens being torn open and the
Spirit, like a dove, descending upon him. And a voice came from the
heavens, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.”
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Sunday 7 January
THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD

Matthew 2: 1-12

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who
has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and
have come to pay him homage.’ When King Herod heard this, he was
frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah
was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been
written by the prophet:
“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of,
by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
is to shepherd my people.”’
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them
the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem,
saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him,
bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ When they had
heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they
had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was.
When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.
On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they
knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-chests, they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned
in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another
road.
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Monday 8 January

Jesus calls his first disciples
Mark 1: 14-20

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good
news of God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God
has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.’ As Jesus passed along
the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into
the lake—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me and I
will make you fish for people.’ And immediately they left their nets and
followed him. As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and
his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. Immediately he
called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired
men, and followed him.

Tuesday 9 January

Jesus teaches with authority
Mark 1: 21-28

Jesus and his disciples went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he
entered the synagogue and taught. They were astounded at his teaching, for
he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. Just then
there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, and he cried out,
‘What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy
us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.’ But Jesus rebuked him,
saying, ‘Be silent, and come out of him!’ And the unclean spirit, throwing
him into convulsions and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. They
were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, ‘What is this? A new
teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they
obey him.’ At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding
region of Galilee.
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Wednesday 10 January
Jesus heals the sick
Mark 1:29-39
As soon as they left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and
Andrew, with James and John. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with
a fever, and they told him about her at once. He came and took her by the
hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she began to serve
them. That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or
possessed with demons. And the whole city was gathered around the door.
And he cured many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many
demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew
him.
In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a
deserted place, and there he prayed. And Simon and his companions
hunted for him. When they found him, they said to him, ‘Everyone is
searching for you.’ He answered, ‘Let us go on to the neighbouring towns,
so that I may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to
do.’ And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in their
synagogues and casting out demons.

Thursday 11 January
Jesus is moved with pity
Mark 1:40-45
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A leper came to Jesus begging him, and kneeling he said to him, ‘If you
choose, you can make me clean.’ Moved with pity, Jesus stretched out his
hand and touched him, and said to him, ‘I do choose. Be made clean!’
Immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made clean. After sternly
warning him he sent him away at once, saying to him, ‘See that you say
nothing to anyone; but go, show yourself to the priest, and offer for your
cleansing what Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.’ But he went
out and began to proclaim it freely, and to spread the word, so that Jesus
could no longer go into a town openly, but stayed out in the country; and
people came to him from every quarter.

Who can forgive sins?
Mark 2:1-12

Friday 12 January

When Jesus returned to Capernaum after some days, it was reported that
he was at home. So many gathered around that there was no longer room
for them, not even in front of the door; and he was speaking the word to
them. Then some people came, bringing to him a paralysed man, carried
by four of them. And when they could not bring him to Jesus because of
the crowd, they removed the roof above him; and after having dug through
it, they let down the mat on which the paralytic lay. When Jesus saw their
faith, he said to the paralytic, ‘Son, your sins are forgiven.’ Now some of the
scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, ‘Why does this fellow
speak in this way? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God alone?’ At
once Jesus perceived in his spirit that they were discussing these questions
among themselves; and he said to them, ‘Why do you raise such questions
in your hearts? Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, “Your sins are
forgiven”, or to say, “Stand up and take your mat and walk”? But so that
you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive
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sins’—he said to the paralytic— ‘I say to you, stand up, take your mat and
go to your home.’ And he stood up, and immediately took the mat and went
out before all of them; so that they were all amazed and glorified God,
saying, ‘We have never seen anything like this!’

Saturday 13 January
‘I have come to call sinners’
Mark 2:13-17
Jesus went out again beside the lake; the whole crowd gathered around him,
and he taught them. As he was walking along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus
sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, ‘Follow me.’ And he got up and
followed him. And as he sat at dinner in Levi’s house, many tax-collectors
and sinners were also sitting with Jesus and his disciples—for there were
many who followed him. When the scribes of the Pharisees saw that he was
eating with sinners and tax-collectors, they said to his disciples, ‘Why does
he eat with tax-collectors and sinners?’ When Jesus heard this, he said to
them, ‘Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are
sick; I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.’

Sunday 14 January
THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD

Mark 1: 4-11

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John
was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he
ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful
than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the
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thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit.’
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by
John in the Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw
the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And a
voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well
pleased.’

Monday 15 January
New wine in new wineskins
Mark 2: 18-22
Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting; and people came and
said to him, ‘Why do John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast,
but your disciples do not fast?’ Jesus said to them, ‘The wedding-guests
cannot fast while the bridegroom is with them, can they? As long as they
have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast. The days will come when
the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast on that
day. No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old cloak; otherwise, the
patch pulls away from it, the new from the old, and a worse tear is made.
And no one puts new wine into old wineskins; otherwise, the wine will burst
the skins, and the wine is lost, and so are the skins; but one puts new wine
into fresh wineskins.’

Tuesday 16 January
Lord even of the Sabbath
Mark 2:23-28
One sabbath Jesus was going through the cornfields; and as they made their
way his disciples began tuck heads of grain. The Pharisees said to him,
‘Look, why are they doing what is not lawful on the sabbath?’ And he said
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to them, ‘Have you never read what David did when he and his
companions were hungry and in need of food? He entered the house of
God, when Abiathar was high priest, and ate the bread of the Presence,
which it is not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and he gave some to his
companions.’ Then he said to them, ‘The sabbath was made for
humankind, and not humankind for the sabbath; so the Son of Man is lord
even of the sabbath.’

Wednesday 17 January

Do good or do harm?
Mark 3: 1-6
Again Jesus entered the synagogue, and a man was there who had a
withered hand. They watched him to see whether he would cure him on the
sabbath, so that they might accuse him. And he said to the man who had
the withered hand, ‘Come forward.’ Then he said to them, ‘Is it lawful to
do good or to do harm on the sabbath, to save life or to kill?’ But they were
silent. He looked around at them with anger; he was grieved at their
hardness of heart and said to the man, ‘Stretch out your hand.’ He
stretched it out, and his hand was restored. The Pharisees went out and
immediately conspired with the Herodians against him, how to destroy him.

Thursday 18 January

Many people follow Jesus
Mark 3:7-12

Jesus departed with his disciples to the lake, and a great multitude from
Galilee followed him; hearing all that he was doing, they came to him in
great numbers from Judea, Jerusalem, Idumea, beyond the Jordan, and the
region around Tyre and Sidon. He told his disciples to have a boat ready for
him because of the crowd, so that they would not crush him; for he had
cured many, so that all who had diseases pressed upon him to touch him.
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Whenever the unclean spirits saw him, they fell down before him and
shouted, ‘You are the Son of God!’ But he sternly ordered them not to
make him known.

Friday 19 January
Jesus appoints his apostles
Mark 3: 13-19
Jesus went up the mountain and called to him those whom he wanted, and
they came to him. And he appointed twelve, whom he also named apostles,
to be with him, and to be sent out to proclaim the message, and to have
authority to cast out demons. So he appointed the twelve: Simon (to whom
he gave the name Peter); James son of Zebedee and John the brother of
James (to whom he gave the name Boanerges, that is, Sons of Thunder);
and Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and
James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon the Cananaean, and
Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.

Saturday 20 January
Jesus’ family is concerned about him
Mark 3:20-21
The crowd came together again, so that they could not even eat. When
Jesus’ family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were saying,
‘He has gone out of his mind.’

Sunday 21 January
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY

Mark 1: 14-20

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good
news of God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God
has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.’
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As Jesus passed

along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a
net into the lake—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow
me and I will make you fish for people.’ And immediately they left their nets
and followed him. As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee
and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets.
Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat
with the hired men, and followed him.

Monday 22 January

A house divided against itself cannot stand
Mark 3: 22-30

The scribes who came down from Jerusalem said about Jesus, ‘He has
Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.’ And he
called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, ‘How can Satan cast out
Satan? If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.
And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand.
And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand,
but his end has come. But no one can enter a strong man’s house and
plunder his property without first tying up the strong man; then indeed the
house can be plundered. Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their
sins and whatever blasphemies they utter; but whoever blasphemes against
the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin’—
for they had said, ‘He has an unclean spirit.’

Jesus’ true family
Mark 3: 31-35

Tuesday 23 January

Jesus’ mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him
and called him. A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him,
‘Your mother and your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you.’ And
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he replied, ‘Who are my mother and my brothers?’ And looking at those
who sat around him, he said, ‘Here are my mother and my brothers!
Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.’

Wednesday 24 January

The parable of the sower
Mark 4: 1-20

Jesus began to teach beside the lake. Such a very large crowd gathered
around him that he got into a boat on the lake and sat there, while the
whole crowd was beside the lake on the land. He began to teach them many
things in parables, and in his teaching he said to them: “Listen! A sower
went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, and the birds
came and ate it up. Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have
much soil, and it sprang up quickly, since it had no depth of soil. And when
the sun rose, it was scorched; and since it had no root, it withered away.
Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it
yielded no grain. Other seed fell into good soil and brought forth grain,
growing up and increasing and yielding thirty and sixty and a hundredfold.’
And he said, ‘Let anyone with ears to hear listen!’
When he was alone, those who were around him along with the twelve
asked him about the parables. And he said to them, ‘To you has been given
the secret of the kingdom of God, but for those outside, everything comes
in parables; in order that “they may indeed look, but not perceive,may
indeed listen, but not understand; so that they may not turn again and be
forgiven”.’ And he said to them, ‘Do you not understand this parable?
Then how will you understand all the parables? The sower sows the word.
These are the ones on the path where the word is sown: when they hear,
Satan immediately comes and takes away the word that is sown in them.
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And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: when they hear the word,
they immediately receive it with joy. But they have no root, and endure only
for a while; then, when trouble or persecution arises on account of the
word, immediately they fall away. And others are those sown among the
thorns: these are the ones who hear the word, but the cares of the world,
and the lure of wealth, and the desire for other things come in and choke
the word, and it yields nothing. And these are the ones sown on the good
soil: they hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirty and sixty and a
hundredfold.’

Let your light shine
Mark 4: 21-25

Thursday 25 January

Jesus said to them, ‘Is a lamp brought in to be put under the bushel basket,
or under the bed, and not on the lampstand? For there is nothing hidden,
except to be disclosed; nor is anything secret, except to come to light. Let
anyone with ears to hear listen!’ And he said to them, ‘Pay attention to what
you hear; the measure you give will be the measure you get, and still more
will be given you. For to those who have, more will be given; and from those
who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away.’

The Kingdom of God
Mark 4: 26-34

Friday 26 January

Jesus also said, ‘The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on
the ground, and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would
sprout and grow, he does not know how. The earth produces of itself, first
the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the head. But when the grain
is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.’
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He also said, ‘With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what
parable will we use for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon
the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on earth; yet when it is sown it
grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large
branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.’ With
many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it;
he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in
private to his disciples.

Why are you afraid?
Mark 4: 35-41

Saturday 27 January

When evening had come, Jesus said to them, ‘Let us go across to the other
side.’ And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat,
just as he was. Other boats were with him. A great gale arose, and the
waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was already being swamped. But
he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they woke him up and said
to him, ‘Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?’ He woke up and
rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, ‘Peace! Be still!’ Then the wind
ceased, and there was a dead calm. He said to them, ‘Why are you afraid?
Have you still no faith?’ And they were filled with great awe and said to one
another, ‘Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?’

Sunday 28 January
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
Mark 1: 21-28
They went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the
synagogue and taught. They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught
them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. Just then there was in
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their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, and he cried out, ‘What have
you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know
who you are, the Holy One of God.’ But Jesus rebuked him, saying, ‘Be
silent, and come out of him!’ And the unclean spirit, throwing him into
convulsions and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. They were all
amazed, and they kept on asking one another, ‘What is this? A new
teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they
obey him.’ At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding
region of Galilee.

Monday 29 January
Tell them how much the Lord has done for you
Mark 5: 1-20
The disciples came to the other side of the lake, to the country of the
Gerasenes. And when Jesus had stepped out of the boat, immediately a
man out of the tombs with an unclean spirit met him. He lived among the
tombs; and no one could restrain him any more, even with a chain; for he
had often been restrained with shackles and chains, but the chains he
wrenched apart, and the shackles he broke in pieces; and no one had the
strength to subdue him. Night and day among the tombs and on the
mountains he was always howling and bruising himself with stones. When
he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and bowed down before him; and he
shouted at the top of his voice, ‘What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of
the Most High God? I adjure you by God, do not torment me.’ For he had
said to him, ‘Come out of the man, you unclean spirit!’ Then Jesus asked
him, ‘What is your name?’ He replied, ‘My name is Legion; for we are
many.’ He begged him earnestly not to send them out of the country. Now
there on the hillside a great herd of swine was feeding; and the unclean
spirits begged him, ‘Send us into the swine; let us enter them.’ So he gave
them permission. And the unclean spirits came out and entered the swine;
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and the herd, numbering about two thousand, rushed down the steep bank
into the lake, and were drowned in the lake.
The swineherds ran off and told it in the city and in the country. Then
people came to see what it was that had happened. They came to Jesus and
saw the demoniac sitting there, clothed and in his right mind, the very man
who had had the legion; and they were afraid. Those who had seen what
had happened to the demoniac and to the swine reported it. Then they
began to beg Jesus to leave their neighbourhood. As he was getting into the
boat, the man who had been possessed by demons begged him that he
might be with him. But Jesus refused, and said to him, ‘Go home to your
friends, and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and what
mercy he has shown you.’ And he went away and began to proclaim in the
Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him; and everyone was amazed.

Tuesday 30 January

Jesus raises a little girl and heals a long-suffering woman
Mark 5: 21-43
When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a great crowd
gathered round him; and he was by the lake. Then one of the leaders of the
synagogue named Jairus came and, when he saw him, fell at his feet and
begged him repeatedly, ‘My little daughter is at the point of death. Come
and lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well, and live.’ So he
went with him. And a large crowd followed him and pressed in on him.
Now there was a woman who had been suffering from haemorrhages for
twelve years. She had endured much under many physicians, and had spent
all that she had; and she was no better, but rather grew worse. She had
heard about Jesus, and came up behind him in the crowd and touched his
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cloak, for she said, ‘If I but touch his clothes, I will be made well.’
Immediately her haemorrhage stopped; and she felt in her body that she
was healed of her disease. Immediately aware that power had gone forth
from him, Jesus turned about in the crowd and said, ‘Who touched my
clothes?’ And his disciples said to him, ‘You see the crowd pressing in on
you; how can you say, “Who touched me?” ’ He looked all round to see
who had done it. But the woman, knowing what had happened to her,
came in fear and trembling, fell down before him, and told him the whole
truth. He said to her, ‘Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace,
and be healed of your disease.’
While he was still speaking, some people came from the leader’s house to
say, ‘Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the teacher any further?’ But
overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the leader of the synagogue, ‘Do
not fear, only believe.’ He allowed no one to follow him except Peter, James,
and John, the brother of James. When they came to the house of the leader
of the synagogue, he saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly.
When he had entered, he said to them, ‘Why do you make a commotion
and weep? The child is not dead but sleeping.’ And they laughed at him.
Then he put them all outside, and took the child’s father and mother and
those who were with him, and went in where the child was. He took her by
the hand and said to her, ‘Talitha cum’, which means, ‘Little girl, get up!’
And immediately the girl got up and began to walk about (she was twelve
years of age). At this they were overcome with amazement. He strictly
ordered them that no one should know this, and told them to give her
something to eat.

Who is this man?

Wednesday 31 January
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Mark 6: 1-6
Jesus left that place and came to his home town, and his disciples followed
him. On the sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who
heard him were astounded. They said, ‘Where did this man get all this?
What is this wisdom that has been given to him? What deeds of power are
being done by his hands! Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and
brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters
here with us?’ And they took offence at him. Then Jesus said to them,
‘Prophets are not without honour, except in their home town, and among
their own kin, and in their own house.’ And he could do no deed of power
there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and cured them.
And he was amazed at their unbelief. Then he went about among the
villages teaching.

Thursday 1 February
Jesus sends out the Twelve
Mark 6: 7-13
Jesus called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave
them authority over the unclean spirits. He ordered them to take nothing
for their journey except a staff; no bread, no bag, no money in their belts;
but to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics. He said to them,
‘Wherever you enter a house, stay there until you leave the place. If any
place will not welcome you and they refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake
off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against them.’ So they went
out and proclaimed that all should repent. They cast out many demons,
and anointed with oil many who were sick and cured them.
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Friday 2 February

The death of John the Baptist
Mark 6: 14-29

Jesus’ name had become known. Some were saying, ‘John the baptizer has
been raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at work in
him.’ But others said, ‘It is Elijah.’ And others said, ‘It is a prophet, like one
of the prophets of old.’ But when Herod heard of it, he said, ‘John, whom I
beheaded, has been raised.’ For Herod himself had sent men who arrested
John, bound him, and put him in prison on account of Herodias, his
brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her. For John had been
telling Herod, ‘It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.’ And
Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could
not, for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man,
and he protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and
yet he liked to listen to him.
But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a
banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee. When
his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his
guests; and the king said to the girl, ‘Ask me for whatever you wish, and I
will give it.’ And he solemnly swore to her, ‘Whatever you ask me, I will give
you, even half of my kingdom.’ She went out and said to her mother, ‘What
should I ask for?’ She replied, ‘The head of John the baptizer.’
Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, ‘I want you
to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter’. The king was
deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not
want to refuse her. Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with
orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the prison,
brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl gave it to
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her mother. When his disciples heard about it, they came and took his body,
and laid it in a tomb.

Come and rest
Mark 6: 30-34

Saturday 3 February

The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done
and taught. He said to them, ‘Come away to a deserted place all by
yourselves and rest a while.’ For many were coming and going, and they
had no leisure even to eat. And they went away in the boat to a deserted
place by themselves. Now many saw them going and recognised them, and
they hurried there on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. As
he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them,
because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach
them many things.

Sunday 4 February
THE PRESENTATION
OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE
(CANDLEMASS)
Luke 2: 22-40
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses,
they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written
in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to
the Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law
of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the
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Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit
that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided
by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought
in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon
took him in his arms and praised God, saying,
‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word;
for my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel.’
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said
about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This
child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a
sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be
revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband for seven
years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She
never left the temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night
and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak
about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.
When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they
returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and
became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him.
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Used with permission. All rights reserved.
The Advent daily prayer is © Janet Morley, All Desires Known
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