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Easter—not just a day!
Easter is not just a day. It is a season, a season that lasts until the Day of
Pentecost. So the Sundays between Easter Day and Pentecost are called the
Sundays of Easter. It is a span of 50 days when the Church traditionally
erupts with joyful praise in thanksgiving for our Lord’s Resurrection. It is the
other side of the coin to Lent, the 40 days of restrained preparation we have
just observed.
After reading the varying accounts of the Resurrection appearances
from the different gospels in Easter week, we move to readings where Jesus
teaches about the nature of eternal life, and about who he is. In the light of
the events of Holy Week and Easter, we come to these readings with
deepened understanding. Almost all these readings are taken from the Gospel
according to St John, so a brief introduction to John’s Gospel is provided.

Commencing prayers:
Prayer at the start of the day
Christ my companion,
you meet me at the beginning of each new day
and walk with me on the road.
Open my heart to know you and receive you,
that I may serve you in love for others
today and always. Amen.

Prayer at the ending of the day
Christ my companion,
you have walked with me on the road today
and met me in those I have encountered.
Open my heart to know you and receive you in your word,
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so I may rest in peace and safety,
confident in your abiding love,
tonight and always. Amen.

Concluding prayers:
Parish prayer
Holy One,

you have revealed to your Church,
through your servant John,
the dazzling vision of your light,
the eternal Word of your truth,
the deep wisdom of your heart.
May we who are inspired by John
also walk in the way of Jesus the Christ;
here at the Junction,
wherever you send us,
in the service of love;
we pray in the name of Christ. Amen.

Easter daily prayer for use from 21 April
Risen Christ,
whose absence leaves us paralysed,
but whose presence is overwhelming:
Breathe on us with your abundant life;
that where we cannot see
we may have courage to believe
that we may be raised with you. Amen.
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S t Jo h n ’s G o s p e l
The fourth Gospel is significantly different to the other three Gospels, which
are known as the “synoptic” Gospels because their content and overall shape
is similar. John’s Gospel, on the other hand, is more overtly theological,
containing large sections of teaching discourse. While it follows the same
main story outline found in the other three, John’s Gospel presents extensive
passages in which Jesus speaks of his mission, and of his unique relationship
to the Father.
Scholars believe this Gospel was written towards the end of the first
century, possibly as late as 100CE, and at a time when friction between the
new Christian sect and mainstream Judaism was at its height. The Gospel is
marked by strong conflict between Jesus and “the Jews”. Tragically, this has
been used in the past, quite erroneously, to justify anti-Semitism. Rather, we
should take the term “the Jews” to mean any people, of whatever religion or
ethnicity, who oppose Jesus.

Monday 1 April
Jesus heals a little boy
John 4: 43-54
When the two days were over, Jesus went from that place to Galilee (for Jesus himself
had testified that a prophet has no honour in the prophet’s own country). When he
came to Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him, since they had seen all that he had
done in Jerusalem at the festival; for they too had gone to the festival. Then he came
again to Cana in Galilee where he had changed the water into wine. Now there was a
royal official whose son lay ill in Capernaum. When he heard that Jesus had come
from Judea to Galilee, he went and begged him to come down and heal his son, for
he was at the point of death. Then Jesus said to him, ‘Unless you see signs and
wonders you will not believe.’ The official said to him, ‘Sir, come down before my
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little boy dies.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go; your son will live.’ The man believed the word
that Jesus spoke to him and started on his way. As he was going down, his slaves met
him and told him that his child was alive. So he asked them the hour when he began
to recover, and they said to him, ‘Yesterday at one in the afternoon the fever left him.’
The father realized that this was the hour when Jesus had said to him, ‘Your son will
live.’ So he himself believed, along with his whole household. Now this was the
second sign that Jesus did after coming from Judea to Galilee.

Tuesday 2 April
Jesus heals on the sabbath
John 5: 1-16
There was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now in Jerusalem by
the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha, which has five porticoes.
In these lay many invalids—blind, lame, and paralysed. One man was there who had
been ill for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had
been there a long time, he said to him, ‘Do you want to be made well?’ The sick man
answered him, ‘Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred
up; and while I am making my way, someone else steps down ahead of me.’ Jesus said
to him, ‘Stand up, take your mat and walk.’ At once the man was made well, and he
took up his mat and began to walk.
Now that day was a sabbath. So the Jews said to the man who had been
cured, ‘It is the sabbath; it is not lawful for you to carry your mat.’ But he answered
them, ‘The man who made me well said to me, “Take up your mat and walk.” ’ They
asked him, ‘Who is the man who said to you, “Take it up and walk”?’ Now the man
who had been healed did not know who it was, for Jesus had disappeared in the
crowd that was there. Later Jesus found him in the temple and said to him, ‘See, you
have been made well! Do not sin any more, so that nothing worse happens to you.’
The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well.
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Therefore the Jews started persecuting Jesus, because he was doing such things on the
sabbath.

Wednesday 3 April
Jesus and the Father
John 5: 17-30
Jesus answered them, ‘My Father is still working, and I also am working.’ For this
reason the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, because he was not only
breaking the sabbath, but was also calling God his own Father, thereby making
himself equal to God. Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, the Son can do
nothing on his own, but only what he sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father
does, the Son does likewise. The Father loves the Son and shows him all that he
himself is doing; and he will show him greater works than these, so that you will be
astonished. Indeed, just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the
Son gives life to whomsoever he wishes. The Father judges no one but has given all
judgement to the Son, so that all may honour the Son just as they honour the Father.
Anyone who does not honour the Son does not honour the Father who sent him.
Very truly, I tell you, anyone who hears my word and believes him who sent me has
eternal life, and does not come under judgement, but has passed from death to life.
‘Very truly, I tell you, the hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead
will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. For just as the
Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself; and
he has given him authority to execute judgement, because he is the Son of Man. Do
not be astonished at this; for the hour is coming when all who are in their graves will
hear his voice and will come out—those who have done good, to the resurrection of
life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation. I can do
nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge; and my judgement is just, because I seek to do
not my own will but the will of him who sent me.’
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Thursday 4 April
Jesus sent by the Father
John 5: 31-47
Jesus said: ‘If I testify about myself, my testimony is not true. There is another who
testifies on my behalf, and I know that his testimony to me is true. You sent
messengers to John, and he testified to the truth. Not that I accept such human
testimony, but I say these things so that you may be saved. He was a burning and
shining lamp, and you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light. But I have a
testimony greater than John’s. The works that the Father has given me to complete,
the very works that I am doing, testify on my behalf that the Father has sent me. And
the Father who sent me has himself testified on my behalf. You have never heard his
voice or seen his form, and you do not have his word abiding in you, because you do
not believe him whom he has sent.
‘You search the scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal
life; and it is they that testify on my behalf. Yet you refuse to come to me to have life. I
do not accept glory from human beings. But I know that you do not have the love of
God in you. I have come in my Father’s name, and you do not accept me; if another
comes in his own name, you will accept him. How can you believe when you accept
glory from one another and do not seek the glory that comes from the one who alone
is God? Do not think that I will accuse you before the Father; your accuser is Moses,
on whom you have set your hope. If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for
he wrote about me. But if you do not believe what he wrote, how will you believe
what I say?’

Friday 5 April
Is this man the Messiah?
John 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
After this Jesus went about in Galilee. He did not wish to go about in Judea because
the Jews were looking for an opportunity to kill him. Now the Jewish festival of
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Booths was near. But after his brothers had gone to the festival, then he also went, not
publicly but as it were in secret. Now some of the people of Jerusalem were saying
[about Jesus], ‘Is not this the man whom they are trying to kill? And here he is,
speaking openly, but they say nothing to him! Can it be that the authorities really
know that this is the Messiah? Yet we know where this man is from; but when the
Messiah comes, no one will know where he is from.’ Then Jesus cried out as he was
teaching in the temple, ‘You know me, and you know where I am from. I have not
come on my own. But the one who sent me is true, and you do not know him. I know
him, because I am from him, and he sent me.’ Then they tried to arrest him, but no
one laid hands on him, because his hour had not yet come.

Saturday 6 April
Can a prophet come from Galilee?
John 7: 40-52
When they heard Jesus’ words, some in the crowd said, ‘This is really the prophet.’
Others said, ‘This is the Messiah.’ But some asked, ‘Surely the Messiah does not
come from Galilee, does he? Has not the scripture said that the Messiah is descended
from David and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David lived?’ So there was
a division in the crowd because of him. Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no
one laid hands on him.
Then the temple police went back to the chief priests and Pharisees, who
asked them, ‘Why did you not arrest him?’ The police answered, ‘Never has anyone
spoken like this!’ Then the Pharisees replied, ‘Surely you have not been deceived too,
have you? Has any one of the authorities or of the Pharisees believed in him? But this
crowd, which does not know the law—they are accursed.’ Nicodemus, who had gone
to Jesus before, and who was one of them, asked, ‘Our law does not judge people
without first giving them a hearing to find out what they are doing, does it?’ They
replied, ‘Surely you are not also from Galilee, are you? Search and you will see that
no prophet is to arise from Galilee.’
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Sunday 7 April
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT
John 12: 1-8
Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he
had raised from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and
Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume
made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house
was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples
(the one who was about to betray him), said, “Why was this perfume not sold for
three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?” (He said this not because
he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and
used to steal what was put into it.) Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that
she might keep it for the day of my burial. You always have the poor with you, but
you do not always have me.”

Monday 8 April
‘Neither do I condemn you’
John 8:1-11
Early in the morning Jesus came again to the temple. All the people came to him and
he sat down and began to teach them. The scribes and the Pharisees brought a
woman who had been caught in adultery; and making her stand before all of them,
they said to him, ‘Teacher, this woman was caught in the very act of committing
adultery. Now in the law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do
you say?’ They said this to test him, so that they might have some charge to bring
against him. Jesus bent down and wrote with his finger on the ground. When they
kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, ‘Let anyone among
you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.’ And once again he bent
down and wrote on the ground. When they heard it, they went away, one by one,
beginning with the elders; and Jesus was left alone with the woman standing before
!9

him. Jesus straightened up and said to her, ‘Woman, where are they? Has no one
condemned you?’ She said, ‘No one, sir.’ And Jesus said, ‘Neither do I condemn you.
Go your way, and from now on do not sin again.’

Tuesday 9 April
‘Who are you?
John 8: 21-30
Jesus said, ‘I am going away, and you will search for me, but you will die in your sin.
Where I am going, you cannot come.’ Then the Jews said, ‘Is he going to kill himself ?
Is that what he means by saying, “Where I am going, you cannot come”?’ He said to
them, ‘You are from below, I am from above; you are of this world, I am not of this
world. I told you that you would die in your sins, for you will die in your sins unless
you believe that I am he.’ They said to him, ‘Who are you?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Why
do I speak to you at all? I have much to say about you and much to condemn; but the
one who sent me is true, and I declare to the world what I have heard from him.’
They did not understand that he was speaking to them about the Father. So Jesus
said, ‘When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will realize that I am he,
and that I do nothing on my own, but I speak these things as the Father instructed
me. And the one who sent me is with me; he has not left me alone, for I always do
what is pleasing to him.’ As he was saying these things, many believed in him.

Wednesday 10 April
The truth will make you free
John 8: 31-42
Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, ‘If you continue in my word,
you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you
free.’ They answered him, ‘We are descendants of Abraham and have never been
slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, “You will be made free”?’
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Jesus answered them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a
slave to sin. The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has
a place there for ever. So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed. I know
that you are descendants of Abraham; yet you look for an opportunity to kill me,
because there is no place in you for my word. I declare what I have seen in the
Father’s presence; as for you, you should do what you have heard from the Father.’
They answered him, ‘Abraham is our father.’ Jesus said to them, ‘If you were
Abraham’s children, you would be doing what Abraham did, but now you are trying
to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. This is not what
Abraham did. You are indeed doing what your father does.’ They said to him, ‘We
are not illegitimate children; we have one father, God himself. Jesus said to them, ‘If
God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and now I am here. I
did not come on my own, but he sent me.’

Thursday 11 April
‘Before Abraham was, I am’
John 8:51-59
Jesus said, ‘Very truly, I tell you, whoever keeps my word will never see death’. The
Jews said to him, ‘Now we know that you have a demon. Abraham died, and so did
the prophets; yet you say, “Whoever keeps my word will never taste death.” Are you
greater than our father Abraham, who died? The prophets also died. Who do you
claim to be?’ Jesus answered, ‘If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father
who glorifies me, he of whom you say, “He is our God”, though you do not know
him. But I know him; if I were to say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like
you. But I do know him and I keep his word. Your ancestor Abraham rejoiced that he
would see my day; he saw it and was glad.’ Then the Jews said to him, ‘You are not
yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell
you, before Abraham was, I am’. So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus
hid himself and went out of the temple.
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Friday 12 April
Many believed in him
John 10: 31-42
The Jews took up stones again to stone Jesus. Jesus replied, ‘I have shown you many
good works from the Father. For which of these are you going to stone me?’ The Jews
answered, ‘It is not for a good work that we are going to stone you, but for blasphemy,
because you, though only a human being, are making yourself God.’ Jesus answered,
‘Is it not written in your law, “I said, you are gods”? If those to whom the word of
God came were called “gods”—and the scripture cannot be annulled— can you say
that the one whom the Father has sanctified and sent into the world is blaspheming
because I said, “I am God’s Son”? If I am not doing the works of my Father, then do
not believe me. But if I do them, even though you do not believe me, believe the
works, so that you may know and understand that the Father is in me and I am in the
Father.’
Then they tried to arrest him again, but he escaped from their hands.
He went away again across the Jordan to the place where John had been baptizing
earlier, and he remained there. Many came to him, and they were saying, ‘John
performed no sign, but everything that John said about this man was true.’ And many
believed in him there.

Saturday 13 April
The plan to put Jesus to death
John 11: 45-57
Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did,
believed in him. But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what he had
done. So the chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the council, and said,
‘What are we to do? This man is performing many signs. If we let him go on like this,
everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come and destroy both our holy
place and our nation.’ But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said
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to them, ‘You know nothing at all! You do not understand that it is better for you to
have one man die for the people than to have the whole nation destroyed.’ He did not
say this on his own, but being high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus was about
to die for the nation, and not for the nation only, but to gather into one the dispersed
children of God. So from that day on they planned to put him to death.

Jesus

therefore no longer walked about openly among the Jews, but went from there to a
town called Ephraim in the region near the wilderness; and he remained there with
the disciples.
Now the Passover of the Jews was near, and many went up from the country
to Jerusalem before the Passover to purify themselves. They were looking for Jesus
and were asking one another as they stood in the temple, ‘What do you think? Surely
he will not come to the festival, will he?’ Now the chief priests and the Pharisees had
given orders that anyone who knew where Jesus was should let them know, so that
they might arrest him.

Sunday 14 April
PASSION/PALM SUNDAY
Luke 19:28-40
Jesus went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. When he had come near Bethphage and
Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, saying,
“Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt
that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, ‘Why are
you untying it?’ just say this: ‘The Lord needs it’.” So those who were sent departed
and found it as he had told them. As they were untying the colt, its owners asked
them, “Why are you untying the colt?” They said, “The Lord needs it”.Then they
brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. As
he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. As he was now
approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the
disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that
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they had seen, saying, “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace
in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!” Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said
to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to stop”. He answered, “I tell you, if these were
silent, the stones would shout out”.

Monday 15 April
HOLY MONDAY
Mary anoints Jesus
John 12: 1-11
Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he
had raised from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and
Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume
made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house
was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples
(the one who was about to betray him), said, ‘Why was this perfume not sold for three
hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?’ (He said this not because he
cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used
to steal what was put into it.) Jesus said, ‘Leave her alone. She bought it so that she
might keep it for the day of my burial. You always have the poor with you, but you do
not always have me.’
When the great crowd of the Jews learned that he was there, they came not
only because of Jesus but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. So
the chief priests planned to put Lazarus to death as well, since it was on account of
him that many of the Jews were deserting and were believing in Jesus.

Tuesday 16 April
HOLY TUESDAY
‘Whoever serves me, the Father will honour’
John 12: 20-36
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Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, ‘Sir, we wish to
see Jesus.’ Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus.
Jesus answered them, ‘The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very
truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a
single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and
those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me
must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me,
the Father will honour.
‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—“Father, save me from
this hour”? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your
name.’ Then a voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’
The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, ‘An
angel has spoken to him.’ Jesus answered, ‘This voice has come for your sake, not for
mine. Now is the judgement of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven
out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.’ He
said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die.
The crowd answered him, ‘We have heard from the law that the Messiah
remains for ever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? Who is this
Son of Man?’ Jesus said to them, ‘The light is with you for a little longer. Walk while
you have the light, so that the darkness may not overtake you. If you walk in the
darkness, you do not know where you are going. While you have the light, believe in
the light, so that you may become children of light.’ After Jesus had said this, he
departed and hid from them.
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Wednesday 17 April
HOLY WEDNESDAY
The betrayal
John 13:21-32
Jesus was troubled in spirit, and declared, ‘Very truly, I tell you, one of you will betray
me.’ The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he was speaking. One
of his disciples—the one whom Jesus loved—
was reclining next to him; Simon Peter therefore motioned to him to ask Jesus of
whom he was speaking. So while reclining next to Jesus, he asked him, ‘Lord, who is
it?’ Jesus answered, ‘It is the one to whom I give this piece of bread when I have
dipped it in the dish.’ So when he had dipped the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas
son of Simon Iscariot. After he received the piece of bread, Satan entered into him.
Jesus said to him, ‘Do quickly what you are going to do.’ Now no one at the table
knew why he said this to him. Some thought that, because Judas had the common
purse, Jesus was telling him, ‘Buy what we need for the festival’; or, that he should
give something to the poor. So, after receiving the piece of bread, he immediately
went out. And it was night.
When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified,
and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also
glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once.

Thursday 18 April
HOLY THURSDAY
A new commandment
John 13:1-17, 31b-35
Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart
from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he
loved them to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of
Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had
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given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to
God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself.
Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe
them with the towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to
him, ‘Lord, are you going to wash my feet?’ Jesus answered, ‘You do not know now
what I am doing, but later you will understand.’ Peter said to him, ‘You will never
wash my feet.’ Jesus answered, ‘Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.’
Simon Peter said to him, ‘Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!’
Jesus said to him, ‘One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but
is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of you.’ For he knew who was to
betray him; for this reason he said, ‘Not all of you are clean.’
After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the
table, he said to them, ‘Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher
and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher,
have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you
an example, that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you,
servants are not greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one
who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.
When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified,
and God has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also
glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only
a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you,
“Where I am going, you cannot come.” I give you a new commandment, that you
love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.’

!17

Friday 19 April
GOOD FRIDAY
Psalm 22 (verses 1-11)
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
Why are you so far from helping me, from the words of my groaning?
O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer;
and by night, but find no rest.
Yet you are holy,
enthroned on the praises of Israel.
In you our ancestors trusted;
they trusted, and you delivered them.
To you they cried, and were saved;
in you they trusted, and were not put to shame.
But I am a worm, and not human;
scorned by others, and despised by the people.
All who see me mock at me;
they make mouths at me, they shake their heads;
‘Commit your cause to the Lord; let him deliver—
let him rescue the one in whom he delights!’
Yet it was you who took me from the womb;
you kept me safe on my mother’s breast.
On you I was cast from my birth,
and since my mother bore me you have been my God.
Do not be far from me,
for trouble is near
and there is no one to help.
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Saturday 20 April
HOLY SATURDAY
Jesus is laid to rest
Matthew 27: 57-66
When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who
was also a disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then
Pilate ordered it to be given to him. So Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a
clean linen cloth and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn in the rock. He
then rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb and went away. Mary Magdalene
and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb.
The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the
Pharisees gathered before Pilate and said, ‘Sir, we remember what that impostor said
while he was still alive, “After three days I will rise again.” Therefore command that
the tomb be made secure until the third day; otherwise his disciples may go and steal
him away, and tell the people, “He has been raised from the dead”, and the last
deception would be worse than the first.’ Pilate said to them, ‘You have a guard of
soldiers; go, make it as secure as you can.’ So they went with the guard and made the
tomb secure by sealing the stone.

Sunday 21 April
EASTER DAY
John 20: 1-18
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to
the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and
went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to
them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they
have laid him.’ Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went towards the tomb.
The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the
tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he
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did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He
saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not
lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other
disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet
they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the
disciples returned to their homes.
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to
look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus
had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, ‘Woman,
why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, and I do
not know where they have laid him.’ When she had said this, she turned round and
saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her,
‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom are you looking?’ Supposing him to be the
gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have
laid him, and I will take him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to
him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold
on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and
say to them, “I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your
God.” ’ Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the
Lord’; and she told them that he had said these things to her.

Monday 22 April
EASTER MONDAY
Jesus greets the women
Matthew 28: 8-15
The women left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell Jesus’
disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, ‘Greetings!’ And they came to him, took
hold of his feet, and worshipped him. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; go
and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.’ While they were going,
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some of the guard went into the city and told the chief priests everything that had
happened. After the priests had assembled with the elders, they devised a plan to give
a large sum of money to the soldiers, telling them, ‘You must say, “His disciples came
by night and stole him away while we were asleep”. If this comes to the governor’s
ears, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.’ So they took the money and did
as they were directed. And this story is still told among the Jews to this day.

Tuesday 23 April
EASTER TUESDAY
The ‘Apostle to the Apostles’
John 20: 11-18
Mary Magdalene stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look
into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had
been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, ‘Woman, why
are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, and I do not
know where they have laid him.’ When she had said this, she turned round and saw
Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, ‘Woman,
why are you weeping? For whom are you looking?’ Supposing him to be the gardener,
she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him,
and I will take him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to him in
Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me,
because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them,
“I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.” ’ Mary
Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told
them that he had said these things to her.
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Wednesday 24 April
EASTER WEDNESDAY
The walk to Emmaus
Luke 24: 13-35
Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about
seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that
had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and
went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them,
‘What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?’ They stood still,
looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you
the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place
there in these days?’ He asked them, ‘What things?’ They replied, ‘The things about
Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all
the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned
to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel.
Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place.
Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this
morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that
they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those
who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they
did not see him.’ Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of
heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the
Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?’ Then beginning
with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in
all the scriptures.
As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as
if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is
almost evening and the day is now nearly over.’ So he went in to stay with them.
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When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it
to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished
from their sight. They said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us
while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?’
That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven
and their companions gathered together. They were saying, ‘The Lord has risen
indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!’ Then they told what had happened on the
road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

Thursday 25 April
EASTER THURSDAY
Jesus eats with his disciples
Luke 24: 35-48
While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said
to them, ‘Peace be with you.’ They were startled and terrified, and thought
that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, ‘Why are you frightened, and
why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it
is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as
you see that I have.’ And when he had said this, he showed them his hands
and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he
said to them, ‘Have you anything here to eat?’ They gave him a piece of
broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence.
Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while
I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses,
the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.’ Then he opened their minds
to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.’
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Friday 26 April
EASTER FRIDAY
Jesus meets the disciples by the lake
John 21: 1-14
After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of
Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. Gathered there together were
Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons
of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, ‘I am
going fishing.’ They said to him, ‘We will go with you.’ They went out and got
into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.
Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not
know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to them, ‘Children, you have no fish, have
you?’ They answered him, ‘No.’ He said to them, ‘Cast the net to the right
side of the boat, and you will find some.’ So they cast it, and now they were
not able to haul it in because there were so many fish. That disciple whom
Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord!’ When Simon Peter heard that it was
the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the lake.
But the other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they
were not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off.
When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish
on it, and bread. Jesus said to them, ‘Bring some of the fish that you have just
caught.’ So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large
fish, a hundred and fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the
net was not torn. Jesus said to them, ‘Come and have breakfast.’ Now none of
the disciples dared to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ because they knew it was the
Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same
with the fish. This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples
after he was raised from the dead.
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Saturday 27 April
EASTER SATURDAY
The Risen Christ’s appearances
Mark 16: 9-15
All that had been commanded them, the women told briefly to those around
Peter. And afterwards Jesus himself sent out through them, from east to west,
the sacred and imperishable proclamation of eternal salvation.
Now after he rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first
to Mary Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven demons. She went out
and told those who had been with him, while they were mourning and
weeping. But when they heard that he was alive and had been seen by her,
they would not believe it.
After this he appeared in another form to two of them, as they were
walking into the country. And they went back and told the rest, but they did
not believe them. Later he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were
sitting at the table; and he upbraided them for their lack of faith and
stubbornness, because they had not believed those who saw him after he had
risen. And he said to them, ‘Go into all the world and proclaim the good news
to the whole creation.’

Sunday 28 April
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
John 20: 19-31
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of
the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus
came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this,
he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they
saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has
sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and said
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to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not
with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen
the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his
hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I
will not believe.’ A week later his disciples were again in the house, and
Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put
your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my
side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my
God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples,
which are not written in this book. But these are written so that you may
come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through
believing you may have life in his name.

Born from above
John 3: 1-8

Monday 29 April

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came
to Jesus by night and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who
has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the
presence of God.’ Jesus answered him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can see
the kingdom of God without being born from above.’ Nicodemus said to him,
‘How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second
time into the mother’s womb and be born?’ Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, I tell
you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and
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Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is
spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, “You must be born from
above.” The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but
you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone
who is born of the Spirit.’

Tuesday 30 April
‘You must be born from above’
John 3: 7-15
Jesus said to Nicodemus, ‘Do not be astonished that I said to you, “You must
be born from above.” The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the
sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it
is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.’ Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can
these things be?’ Jesus answered him, ‘Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you
do not understand these things? Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we
know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony.
If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you
believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven
except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be
lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.’

Wednesday 1 May
God so loved the world
John 3: 16-21
Jesus said, ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but
in order that the world might be saved through him. Those who believe in
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him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned
already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God.
And this is the judgement, that the light has come into the world, and people
loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. For all who do
evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be
exposed. But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be
clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.’

Thursday 2 May
Eternal life
John 3: 31-36
Jesus said, ‘The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is of the
earth belongs to the earth and speaks about earthly things. The one who
comes from heaven is above all. He testifies to what he has seen and heard,
yet no one accepts his testimony. Whoever has accepted his testimony has
certified this, that God is true. He whom God has sent speaks the words of
God, for he gives the Spirit without measure. The Father loves the Son and
has placed all things in his hands. Whoever believes in the Son has eternal
life; whoever disobeys the Son will not see life, but must endure God’s wrath.’

Friday 3 May
The feeding of the 5,000
John 6: 1-15
Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of
Tiberias.A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he
was doing for the sick. Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with
his disciples. Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. When he
looked up and saw a large crowd coming towards him, Jesus said to Philip,
‘Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?’ He said this to test him,
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for he himself knew what he was going to do. Philip answered him, ‘Six
months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.’
One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, ‘There is a
boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so
many people?’ Jesus said, ‘Make the people sit down.’
Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down,
about five thousand in all. Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given
thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as
much as they wanted. When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, ‘Gather
up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.’ So they gathered
them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who
had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. When the people saw the sign that he
had done, they began to say, ‘This is indeed the prophet who is to come into
the world.’ When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him
by force to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.

Saturday 4 May
‘Do not be afraid’
John 6: 16-21
When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, got into a boat, and
started across the lake to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet
come to them. The lake became rough because a strong wind was blowing.
When they had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on
the lake and coming near the boat, and they were terrified. But he said to
them, ‘It is I; do not be afraid.’ Then they wanted to take him into the boat,
and immediately the boat reached the land towards which they were going.
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Sunday 5 May
JOHN, APOSTLE & EVANGELIST
PARISH PATRONAL FESTIVAL
John 20: 2-8
Mary Magdalene ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one
whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the
tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.’ Then Peter and the
other disciple set out and went towards the tomb. The two were running
together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He
bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not
go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He
saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’
head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself.
Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw
and believed.

Monday 6 May
The food of eternal life
John 6: 22-29
The next day the crowd that had stayed on the other side of the lake saw that
there had been only one boat there. They also saw that Jesus had not got into
the boat with his disciples, but that his disciples had gone away alone. Then
some boats from Tiberias came near the place where they had eaten the
bread after the Lord had given thanks. So when the crowd saw that neither
Jesus nor his disciples were there, they themselves got into the boats and went
to Capernaum looking for Jesus.
When they found him on the other side of the lake, they said to him,
‘Rabbi, when did you come here?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Very truly, I tell you,
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you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your
fill of the loaves. Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that
endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him
that God the Father has set his seal.’ Then they said to him, ‘What must we
do to perform the works of God?’ Jesus answered them, ‘This is the work of
God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.’

Tuesday 7 May
‘I am the bread of life’
John 6: 30-35
They said to Jesus, ‘What sign are you going to give us then, so that we may
see it and believe you? What work are you performing? Our ancestors ate the
manna in the wilderness; as it is written, “He gave them bread from heaven to
eat.” ’ Then Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who
gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true
bread from heaven. For the bread of God is that which comes down from
heaven and gives life to the world.’ They said to him, ‘Sir, give us this bread
always.’ Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will
never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.

Wednesday 8 May
Jesus the bread of life
John 6:35-40
Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. But I said to you that
you have seen me and yet do not believe. Everything that the Father gives me
will come to me, and anyone who comes to me I will never drive away; for I
have come down from heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of him who
sent me. And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of
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all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. This is indeed the will
of my Father, that all who see the Son and believe in him may have eternal
life; and I will raise them up on the last day.’

Thursday 9 May
Jesus the Living Bread
John 6: 44-51
Jesus said, ‘No one can come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent me;
and I will raise that person up on the last day. It is written in the prophets,
“And they shall all be taught by God.” Everyone who has heard and learned
from the Father comes to me. Not that anyone has seen the Father except the
one who is from God; he has seen the Father. Very truly, I tell you, whoever
believes has eternal life. I am the bread of life. Your ancestors ate the manna
in the wilderness, and they died. This is the bread that comes down from
heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. I am the living bread that came
down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live for ever; and the
bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.’

Friday 10 May
Eternal life
John 6: 52-59
The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, ‘How can this man give us
his flesh to eat?’ So Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the
flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Those
who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them
up on the last day; for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. Those
who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. Just as the
living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me
will live because of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven, not
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like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this
bread will live for ever.’ He said these things while he was teaching in the
synagogue at Capernaum.

Saturday 11 May
‘Lord, to whom can we go?’
John 6: 60-69
When many of Jesus’ disciples heard it, they said, ‘This teaching is difficult;
who can accept it?’ But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining
about it, said to them, ‘Does this offend you? Then what if you were to see
the Son of Man ascending to where he was before? It is the spirit that gives
life; the flesh is useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life.
But among you there are some who do not believe.’ For Jesus knew from the
first who were the ones that did not believe, and who was the one that would
betray him. And he said, ‘For this reason I have told you that no one can
come to me unless it is granted by the Father.’ Because of this many of his
disciples turned back and no longer went about with him. So Jesus asked the
twelve, ‘Do you also wish to go away?’ Simon Peter answered him, ‘Lord, to
whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to
believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.’

Sunday 12 May
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
John 10: 22-30
At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was
winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. So
the Jews gathered around him and said to him, ‘How long will you keep us in
suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.’ Jesus answered, ‘I have told
you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify
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to me; but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. My
sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal
life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand.
What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it
out of the Father’s hand. The Father and I are one.’

Monday 13 May
Jesus the Good Shepherd
John 10: 1-10
Jesus said, ‘Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by
the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who
enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the
gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name
and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of
them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will not
follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the
voice of strangers.’ Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did
not understand what he was saying to them.
So again Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for
the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did
not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and
will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and
kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.’

Tuesday 14 May
‘My sheep hear my voice’
John 10:22-30
At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was
winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. So
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the Jews gathered around him and said to him, ‘How long will you keep us in
suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.’ Jesus answered, ‘I have told
you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify
to me; but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. My
sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal
life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand.
What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it
out of the Father’s hand. The Father and I are one.’

Wednesday 15 May
Jesus the Light of the World
John 12: 44-50
Jesus cried aloud: ‘Whoever believes in me believes not in me but in him who
sent me. And whoever sees me sees him who sent me. I have come as light
into the world, so that everyone who believes in me should not remain in the
darkness. I do not judge anyone who hears my words and does not keep
them, for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world. The one who
rejects me and does not receive my word has a judge; on the last day the word
that I have spoken will serve as judge, for I have not spoken on my own, but
the Father who sent me has himself given me a commandment about what to
say and what to speak. And I know that his commandment is eternal life.
What I speak, therefore, I speak just as the Father has told me.’

Thursday 16 May
‘I know whom I have chosen’
John 13: 16-20
Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master,
nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these
things, you are blessed if you do them. I am not speaking of all of you; I
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know whom I have chosen. But it is to fulfil the scripture, ‘The one who ate
my bread has lifted his heel against me’. I tell you this now, before it occurs,
so that when it does occur, you may believe that I am he. Very truly, I tell you,
whoever receives one whom I send receives me; and whoever receives me
receives him who sent me.”

Friday 17 May
‘I am the way, the truth and the life’
John 14: 1-6
Jesus said, ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in
me. In my Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so,
would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that
where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where
I am going.’ Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are
going. How can we know the way?’ Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the
truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.’

Saturday 18 May
‘Ask for anything in my name’
John 14: 7-14
Jesus said, ‘If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you
do know him and have seen him.’ Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the
Father, and we will be satisfied.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with you all
this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has
seen the Father. How can you say, “Show us the Father”? Do you not believe
that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I
do not speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works.
Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not,
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then believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the
one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do
greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever
you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my
name you ask me for anything, I will do it.’

Sunday 19 May
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
John 13:31-35
Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been
glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in
himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little
longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you,
“Where I am going, you cannot come.” I give you a new commandment, that
you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one
another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love
for one another.’

Monday 20 May
‘Those who love me, keep my word’
John 14: 21-26
Jesus said, ‘They who have my commandments and keep them are those who
love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love
them and reveal myself to them.’ Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, ‘Lord, how
is it that you will reveal yourself to us, and not to the world?’ Jesus answered
him, ‘Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them,
and we will come to them and make our home with them. Whoever does not
love me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but
is from the Father who sent me. I have said these things to you while I am still
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with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my
name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to
you.’

Tuesday 21 May
‘Do not let your hearts be troubled’
John 14: 27-31
Jesus said, ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you
as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be
afraid. You heard me say to you, “I am going away, and I am coming to you.”
If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the
Father is greater than I. And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that
when it does occur, you may believe. I will no longer talk much with you, for
the ruler of this world is coming. He has no power over me; but I do as the
Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the
Father. Rise, let us be on our way.’

Wednesday 22 May

‘Abide in me as I abide in you’
John 15: 1-8

Jesus said, ‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he
prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the
word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the
branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you
unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide
in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do
nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and
withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it
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will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit
and become my disciples.’

Thursday 23 May
‘Abide in my love’
John 15:8-11
Jesus said, ‘My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and
become my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide
in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as
I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said
these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be
complete.’

Friday 24 May
‘You did not choose me; I chose you’
John 15: 12-17
Jesus said, ‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have
loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you
servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is
doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you
everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I
chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so
that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving
you these commands so that you may love one another.’
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Saturday 25 May
‘I have chosen you out of the world’
John 15:18-21
Jesus said, ‘If the world hates you, be aware that it hated me before it hated
you. If you belonged to the world, the world would love you as its own.
Because you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the
world—therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you,
“Servants are not greater than their master.” If they persecuted me, they will
persecute you; if they kept my word, they will keep yours also. But they will
do all these things to you on account of my name, because they do not know
him who sent me.’

Sunday 26 May
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
John 14: 23-29
Jesus said, ‘Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. Whoever
does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not
mine, but is from the Father who sent me. I have said these things to you
while I am still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father
will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I
have said to you. Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give
to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let
them be afraid. You heard me say to you, “I am going away, and I am coming
to you.” If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father,
because the Father is greater than I. And now I have told you this before it
occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe.
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Monday 27 May
The Spirit of truth
John 15:26-16:4
Jesus said, ‘When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the
Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my
behalf. You also are to testify because you have been with me from the
beginning. I have said these things to you to keep you from stumbling. They
will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, an hour is coming when those
who kill you will think that by doing so they are offering worship to God. And
they will do this because they have not known the Father or me. But I have
said these things to you so that when their hour comes you may remember
that I told you about them. I did not say these things to you from the
beginning, because I was with you.’

Tuesday 28 May
‘I am going to him who sent me’
John 16:5-11
Jesus said, ‘But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me,
“Where are you going?” But because I have said these things to you, sorrow
has filled your hearts. Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage
that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but
if I go, I will send him to you. And when he comes, he will prove the world
wrong about sin and righteousness and judgement: about sin, because they do
not believe in me; about righteousness, because I am going to the Father and
you will see me no longer; about judgement, because the ruler of this world
has been condemned.’
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Wednesday 29 May
‘The Spirit will guide you into all truth’
John 16: 12-15
Jesus said, ‘I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them
now. When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for
he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will
declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, because he will
take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For
this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.’

Thursday 30 May
ASCENSION DAY
Luke 24: 44-53
Jesus said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still
with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the
prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.’ Then he opened their minds to
understand the scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see,
I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until
you have been clothed with power from on high.’
Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he
blessed them. While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was
carried up into heaven. And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem
with great joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing God.
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Friday 31 May
THE VISITATION OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY TO ELIZABETH
Luke 1:39-57
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill
country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry,
‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And
why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For
as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for
joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of what
was spoken to her by the Lord.’
And Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in
God my Saviour, for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One
has done great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is for those who
fear him from generation to generation. He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has brought
down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled
the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. He has helped
his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he
made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’
And Mary remained with her for about three months and then returned to
her home. Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son.
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