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Easter—The ‘Alleluia’ season
Easter is not just a day. It is a 50-day season that lasts until the Day of Pentecost,
so the Sundays between Easter Day and Pentecost are called the Sundays of
Easter. This is the time when the Church should erupt with joyful praise in
thanksgiving for our Lord’s Resurrection. It is the other side of the coin to Lent,
the 40 days of restrained preparation we have just observed.
Somehow though, once Easter Day is over, we tend to return all too quickly
to ordinary, everyday religion. Rather, this should be a time for endless alleluias!
Surely the great news of our Lord’s triumph over death, heralding the new
Creation, is worth more than one day’s celebration. So make these 50 days a feast
of prayer and worship. Use “alleluia” as your daily prayer word. We also
celebrate our Patronal Festival during this season – another reason for us to be
very thankful.
After reading the varying accounts of the Resurrection appearances from
the different gospels in Easter week, we move to readings where Jesus teaches
about the nature of eternal life, and about who he is. In the light of the events of
Holy Week and Easter, we come to these readings with deepened understanding.

Commencing prayers:
Prayer at the start of the day

Christ my companion,
you meet me at the beginning of each new day
and walk with me on the road.
Open my heart to know you and receive you,
that I may serve you in love for others
today and always. Amen.

Prayer at the ending of the day

Christ my companion,
you have walked with me on the road today
and met me in those I have encountered.
Open my heart to know you
and receive you in your word,
so I may rest in peace and safety,
confident in your abiding love,
tonight and always. Amen.
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Concluding prayers:
Easter daily prayer

Risen Christ,
whose absence leaves us paralysed,
but whose presence is overwhelming:
Breathe on us with your abundant life;
that where we cannot see
we may have courage to believe
that we may be raised with you. Amen.

Prayer for the parish

Holy One,
you have revealed to your Church,
through your servant John,
the dazzling vision of your light,
the eternal Word of your truth,
the deep wisdom of your heart.
May we who are inspired by John
also walk in the way of Jesus the Christ;
here at the Junction,
wherever you send us,
in the service of love;
we pray in the name of Christ. Amen.

John 20:1-18

Sunday 1 April
EASTER DAY

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to
the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and
went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to
them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they
have laid him.’ Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went towards the
tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and
reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying
there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into
the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on
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Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself.
Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and
believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the
dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes.
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to
look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus
had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, ‘Woman,
why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, and I
do not know where they have laid him.’ When she had said this, she turned round
and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to
her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom are you looking?’ Supposing him
to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where
you have laid him, and I will take him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned
and said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her,
‘Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my
brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my
God and your God.”’ Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I
have seen the Lord’; and she told them that he had said these things to her.

Monday 2 April
MONDAY IN EASTER WEEK
Jesus greets the women
Matthew 28: 8-15
The women left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell Jesus’
disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, ‘Greetings!’ And they came to him,
took hold of his feet, and worshipped him. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be
afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.’ While they
were going, some of the guard went into the city and told the chief priests everything
that had happened. After the priests had assembled with the elders, they devised a
plan to give a large sum of money to the soldiers, telling them, ‘You must say, “His
disciples came by night and stole him away while we were asleep.” If this comes to
the governor’s ears, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.’ So they took
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the money and did as they were directed. And this story is still told among the Jews
to this day.

Tuesday 3 April
TUESDAY IN EASTER WEEK
The ‘Apostle to the Apostles’
John 20: 11-18
Mary Magdalene stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to
look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus
had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They said to her, ‘Woman,
why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, and I
do not know where they have laid him.’ When she had said this, she turned round
and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to
her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom are you looking?’ Supposing him
to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where
you have laid him, and I will take him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned
and said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her,
‘Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my
brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my
God and your God.”’ Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘I
have seen the Lord’; and she told them that he had said these things to her.

Wednesday 4 April
WEDNESDAY IN EASTER WEEK
The walk to Emmaus
Luke 24: 13-35
Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about
seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that
had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and
went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognising him. And he said to
them, ‘What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?’ They stood
still, looking sad.
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Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the
only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there
in these days?’ He asked them, ‘What things?’ They replied, ‘The things about Jesus
of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the
people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned
to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel.
Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place.
Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early
this morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told
us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of
those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said;
but they did not see him.’
Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to
believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah
should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?’ Then beginning with Moses
and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the
scriptures.
As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as
if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it
is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.’ So he went in to stay with them.
When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave
it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognised him; and he vanished
from their sight. They said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us
while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?’
That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the
eleven and their companions gathered together. They were saying, ‘The Lord has
risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!’ Then they told what had happened
on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the
bread.

Thursday 5 April
THURSDAY IN EASTER WEEK
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Jesus eats with his disciples
Luke 24: 35-48
While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to
them, ‘Peace be with you.’ They were startled and terrified, and thought that they
were seeing a ghost. He said to them, ‘Why are you frightened, and why do doubts
arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch
me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.’ And
when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy
they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you anything
here to eat?’ They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their
presence.
Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was
still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets,
and the psalms must be fulfilled.’ Then he opened their minds to understand the
scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and
to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins
is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are
witnesses of these things.’

Friday 6 April
FRIDAY IN EASTER WEEK

Jesus meets the disciples by the lake
John 21: 1-14

After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias;
and he showed himself in this way. Gathered there together were Simon Peter,
Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and
two others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, ‘I am going fishing.’ They said
to him, ‘We will go with you.’ They went out and got into the boat, but that night
they caught nothing.
Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know
that it was Jesus. Jesus said to them, ‘Children, you have no fish, have you?’ They
answered him, ‘No.’ He said to them, ‘Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and

7

you will find some.’ So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because
there were so many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the
Lord!’ When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for
he was naked, and jumped into the lake. But the other disciples came in the boat,
dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a
hundred yards off.
When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it,
and bread. Jesus said to them, ‘Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.’ So
Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred
and fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus
said to them, ‘Come and have breakfast.’ Now none of the disciples dared to ask
him, ‘Who are you?’ because they knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and took the
bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the third
time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.

Saturday 7 April
SATURDAY IN EASTER WEEK
The Risen Christ’s appearances
Mark 16: 9-15
All that had been commanded them, the women told briefly to those around Peter.
And afterwards Jesus himself sent out through them, from east to west, the sacred
and imperishable proclamation of eternal salvation.
Now after he rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary
Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven demons. She went out and told those
who had been with him, while they were mourning and weeping. But when they
heard that he was alive and had been seen by her, they would not believe it.
After this he appeared in another form to two of them, as they were walking
into the country. And they went back and told the rest, but they did not believe
them. Later he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were sitting at the table;
and he upbraided them for their lack of faith and stubbornness, because they had
not believed those who saw him after he had risen. And he said to them, ‘Go into
all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation.’
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Sunday 8 April
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
John 20: 19-31
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them
his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus
said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.’
When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy
Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of
any, they are retained.’
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them
when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he
said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in
the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ A week later his
disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then
he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand
and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord
and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are
not written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life
in his name.

Monday 9 April
Jesus meets Nicodemus
John 3: 1-8
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to
Jesus by night and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has
come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence
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of God.’ Jesus answered him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of
God without being born from above.’ Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can anyone be
born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb
and be born?’ Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom
of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh,
and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, “You
must be born from above.” The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the
sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with
everyone who is born of the Spirit.’

Tuesday 10 April
THE ANNUNCIATION TO
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
Luke 1: 26-38
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings,
favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed by his words and
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of
his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom
there will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’
The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will
be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For
nothing will be impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of
the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from
her.
Mary the mother of our Lord is sometimes called the first Christian, and even the first Christian
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priest. Her faithful response to God’s extraordinary call made possible the Incarnation—the coming
of God among us as one of us. A simple country girl, she courageously said “yes” to God, even
though the prospect of pre-marital pregnancy in her first century world must have been appalling.
She was to suffer greatly as a mother—not understanding her son’s mission at first, seeing him
reviled by the people of her home town, Nazareth, and later by the religious authorities, and then
standing by his cross as he died in agony. Saying “yes” to God can exact a high price, but as the
angel told Mary, “Do not be afraid, the Lord is with you”.

Wednesday 11 April
God so loved the world
John 3: 16-21
Jesus said, ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but
in order that the world might be saved through him. Those who believe in him are
not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they
have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgement,
that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light
because their deeds were evil. For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to
the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is true
come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in
God.’

Thursday 12 April
Eternal life
John 3: 31-36
Jesus said, ‘The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is of the earth
belongs to the earth and speaks about earthly things. The one who comes from
heaven is above all. He testifies to what he has seen and heard, yet no one accepts
his testimony. Whoever has accepted his testimony has certified this, that God is
true. He whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for he gives the Spirit
without measure. The Father loves the Son and has placed all things in his hands.
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Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever disobeys the Son will not see
life, but must endure God’s wrath.’

Friday 13 April
The feeding of the 5,000
John 6: 1-15
Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. A
large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for
the sick. Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. Now the
Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. When he looked up and saw a large
crowd coming towards him, Jesus said to Philip, ‘Where are we to buy bread for
these people to eat?’ He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going
to do. Philip answered him, ‘Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for
each of them to get a little.’
One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, ‘There is a
boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many
people?’ Jesus said, ‘Make the people sit down.’ Now there was a great deal of grass
in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. Then Jesus took the loaves,
and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so
also the fish, as much as they wanted. When they were satisfied, he told his disciples,
‘Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.’ So they gathered
them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had
eaten, they filled twelve baskets. When the people saw the sign that he had done,
they began to say, ‘This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.’ When
Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him
king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.

Saturday 14 April
‘Do not be afraid’
John 6: 16-21
When evening came, his disciples went down to the lake, got into a boat, and started
across the lake to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to
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them. The lake became rough because a strong wind was blowing. When they had
rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the lake and coming
near the boat, and they were terrified. But he said to them, ‘It is I; do not be afraid.’
Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the
land towards which they were going.

Sunday 15 April
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
Luke 24: 36b-48
Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’ They were
startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them,
‘Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my
hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not
have flesh and bones as you see that I have.’ And when he had said this, he
showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and
still wondering, he said to them, ‘Have you anything here to eat?’ They gave him
a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence.
Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was
still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the
prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.’ Then he opened their minds to
understand the scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations,
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.

Monday 16 April
The food of eternal life
John 6: 22-29
The next day the crowd that had stayed on the other side of the lake saw that there
had been only one boat there. They also saw that Jesus had not got into the boat
with his disciples, but that his disciples had gone away alone. Then some boats from
Tiberias came near the place where they had eaten the bread after the Lord had
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given thanks. So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there,
they themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus.
When they found him on the other side of the lake, they said to him, ‘Rabbi,
when did you come here?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you are
looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves.
Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life,
which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set his
seal.’ Then they said to him, ‘What must we do to perform the works of God?’ Jesus
answered them, ‘This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has
sent.’

Tuesday 17 April
‘I am the bread of life’
John 6: 30-35
They said to Jesus, ‘What sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it
and believe you? What work are you performing? Our ancestors ate the manna in
the wilderness; as it is written, “He gave them bread from heaven to eat.” ’ Then
Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread
from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. For
the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.’
They said to him, ‘Sir, give us this bread always.’ Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread
of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will
never be thirsty.

Wednesday 18 April
‘I will raise them up’
John 6: 35-40
Jesus said to them, ‘I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. But I said to you that you
have seen me and yet do not believe. Everything that the Father gives me will come
to me, and anyone who comes to me I will never drive away; for I have come down
from heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of him who sent me. And this is
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the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me,
but raise it up on the last day. This is indeed the will of my Father, that all who see
the Son and believe in him may have eternal life; and I will raise them up on the
last day.’

Thursday 19 April
Jesus the Living Bread
John 6: 44-51
Jesus said, ‘No one can come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent me; and
I will raise that person up on the last day. It is written in the prophets, “And they
shall all be taught by God.” Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father
comes to me. Not that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from God;
he has seen the Father. Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal life. I am
the bread of life. Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died.
This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not
die. I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread
will live for ever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.’

Friday 20 April

The bread that came down from heaven
John 6: 52-59

The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, ‘How can this man give us his
flesh to eat?’ So Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh
of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. Those who eat my
flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day;
for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. Those who eat my flesh and
drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. Just as the living Father sent me, and
I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. This is the
bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and
they died. But the one who eats this bread will live for ever.’ He said these things
while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum.
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Saturday 21 April
John 6:60-69
When many of his disciples heard it, they said, ‘This teaching is difficult; who can
accept it?’ But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said
to them, ‘Does this offend you? Then what if you were to see the Son of Man
ascending to where he was before? It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless.
The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. But among you there are
some who do not believe.’ For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did
not believe, and who was the one that would betray him. And he said, ‘For this
reason I have told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted by the
Father.’
Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about
with him. So Jesus asked the twelve, ‘Do you also wish to go away?’ Simon Peter
answered him, ‘Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. We
have come to believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.’

Sunday 22 April
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
John 10:11-18
Jesus said: ‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees
the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them
and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care
for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just
as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the
sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also,
and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this
reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again.
No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay
it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from
my Father.’
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Monday 23 April
Jesus the Good Shepherd
John 10: 1-10
Jesus said, ‘Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the
gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by
the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and
the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When
he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him
because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from
him because they do not know the voice of strangers.’ Jesus used this figure of
speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.
So again Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep.
All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to
them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go
out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that
they may have life, and have it abundantly.’

Tuesday 24 April
MARK, EVANGELIST & MARYTR
Mark 16: 1-15
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and
Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. And very early on the
first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been
saying to one another, ‘Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the
tomb?’ When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had
already been rolled back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed
in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to
them, ‘Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified.
He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go,
tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will
see him, just as he told you.’ So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror
and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were
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afraid.
Now after he rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary
Magdalene, from whom he had cast out seven demons. She went out and told those
who had been with him, while they were mourning and weeping. But when they
heard that he was alive and had been seen by her, they would not believe it. After
this he appeared in another form to two of them, as they were walking into the
country. And they went back and told the rest, but they did not believe them.
Later he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were sitting at the table;
and he upbraided them for their lack of faith and stubbornness, because they had
not believed those who saw him after he had risen. And he said to them, ‘Go into
all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation.
Little is known about St Mark, traditionally the author of the first Gospel to be written. He was
not one of Jesus’ disciples. He is associated with both St Peter—the Gospel’s author is thought to
have used Peter as his main source—and with St Paul, whom he accompanied on missionary
journeys. Other traditions suggest he was the first bishop of Alexandria in Egypt, where it is thought
he was martyred.

Wednesday 25 April
Jesus the Light of the World
John 12: 44-50
Jesus cried aloud: ‘Whoever believes in me believes not in me but in him who sent
me. And whoever sees me sees him who sent me. I have come as light into the
world, so that everyone who believes in me should not remain in the darkness. I do
not judge anyone who hears my words and does not keep them, for I came not to
judge the world, but to save the world. The one who rejects me and does not receive
my word has a judge; on the last day the word that I have spoken will serve as judge,
for I have not spoken on my own, but the Father who sent me has himself given me
a commandment about what to say and what to speak. And I know that his
commandment is eternal life. What I speak, therefore, I speak just as the Father has
told me.’
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Thursday 26 April
Jesus continues his teaching
John 13: 16-20
Jesus said, ‘Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are
messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you are
blessed if you do them. I am not speaking of all of you; I know whom I have chosen.
But it is to fulfil the scripture, “The one who ate my bread has lifted his heel against
me.” I tell you this now, before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe
that I am he. Very truly, I tell you, whoever receives one whom I send receives me;
and whoever receives me receives him who sent me.’

Friday 27 April
John 14:1-6
Jesus said, ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.
In my Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have
told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for
you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you
may be also. And you know the way to the place where I am going.’ Thomas said
to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?’
Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through me.

Saturday 28 April
‘Ask for anything in my name’
John 14: 7-14
Jesus said, ‘If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do
know him and have seen him.’ Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and
we will be satisfied.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip,
and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can
you say, “Show us the Father”? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the
Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the
Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the
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Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves.
Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do
and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. I
will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the
Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.’

John 15: 1-8

Sunday 29 April
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Jesus said, ‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes every
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make
it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken
to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine,
you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit,
because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is
thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into
the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that
you bear much fruit and become my disciples.’

Monday 30 April
‘Those who love me, keep my word’
John 14: 21-26
Jesus said, ‘They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love
me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and
reveal myself to them.’ Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, ‘Lord, how is it that you will
reveal yourself to us, and not to the world?’ Jesus answered him, ‘Those who love
me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and we will come to them
and make our home with them. Whoever does not love me does not keep my words;
and the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me. I have
said these things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit,
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whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you
of all that I have said to you.’

Tuesday 1 May
PHILIP & JAMES, APOSTLES & MARTYRS
John 14: 6-14
Jesus said, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me. If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on
you do know him and have seen him.’ Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father,
and we will be satisfied.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with you all this time,
Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.
How can you say, “Show us the Father”? Do you not believe that I am in the Father
and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but
the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and
the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works
themselves. Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works
that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the
Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified
in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it.’
There are several disciples named ‘James’; the saint commemorated today is James the Less,
possibly at one stage a member of the Zealot group, revolutionaries who worked for the downfall of
Roman power in Israel. It is believed he was eventually stoned to death for his faith in Christ.
Philip, a Jew with a Greek name, introduced others, including some Greeks who were in Jerusalem
for a festival, to Jesus. He also was martyred.

Wednesday 2 May
‘I am the true vine’
John 15:1-8
Jesus said, ‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes every
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make
it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken
to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself
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unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine,
you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit,
because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is
thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into
the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that
you bear much fruit and become my disciples.’

Thursday 3 May
‘Abide in my love’
John 15:8-11
Jesus said, ‘My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my
disciples. As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you
keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s
commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy
may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.’

Friday 4 May
‘You did not choose me; I chose you’
John 15: 12-17
Jesus said, ‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved
you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You
are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer,
because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you
friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my
Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and
bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him
in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.’

Saturday 5 May
‘I have chosen you out of the world’
John 15:18-21
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Jesus said, ‘If the world hates you, be aware that it hated me before it hated you. If
you belonged to the world, the world would love you as its own. Because you do
not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world—therefore the
world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you, “Servants are not greater
than their master.” If they persecuted me, they will persecute you; if they kept my
word, they will keep yours also. But they will do all these things to you on account
of my name, because they do not know him who sent me.’

Sunday 6 May
JOHN, APOSTLE & EVANGELIST
PARISH PATRONAL FESTIVAL
John 20: 2-8
Mary Magdalene ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one
whom Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb,
and we do not know where they have laid him.’ Then Peter and the other disciple
set out and went towards the tomb. The two were running together, but the other
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw
the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came,
following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, and
the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled
up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also
went in, and he saw and believed.

Monday 7 May
The Spirit of truth
John 15:26-16:4
Jesus said, ‘When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father,
the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also
are to testify because you have been with me from the beginning. I have said these
things to you to keep you from stumbling. They will put you out of the synagogues.
Indeed, an hour is coming when those who kill you will think that by doing so they
are offering worship to God. And they will do this because they have not known the
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Father or me. But I have said these things to you so that when their hour comes
you may remember that I told you about them. I did not say these things to you
from the beginning, because I was with you.’

Tuesday 8 May
JULIAN OF NORWICH
Holy woman and mystic
‘I am going to him who sent me’
John 16:5-11
Jesus said, ‘But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me,
“Where are you going?” But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has
filled your hearts. Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go
away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will
send him to you. And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and
righteousness and judgement: about sin, because they do not believe in me; about
righteousness, because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer;
about judgement, because the ruler of this world has been condemned.’
We do not know much about this extraordinary 14th century English woman – even her name!
She is known as ‘Julian’ because, in her forties, she entered a cell attached to the church of St
Julian in Norwich for the rest of her life. Her she lived a life of seclusion and prayer, yet was
available to give spiritual advice and counsel to many who came to her. Her book, the
‘Revelations of Divine Love’, is an account of a series of visions of Christ she received at a time
when she was gravely ill. One of the great spiritual classics, it is believed to be the first book
written by a woman in English that has survived.

Wednesday 9 May
‘The Spirit will guide you into all truth’
John 16: 12-15
Jesus said, ‘I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.
When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not
speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the
things that are to come. He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and
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declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will
take what is mine and declare it to you.’

Thursday 10 May
ASCENSION DAY
Mark 16:15-20
Jesus said to them, ‘Go into all the world and proclaim the good news to the whole
creation. The one who believes and is baptized will be saved; but the one who does
not believe will be condemned. And these signs will accompany those who believe:
by using my name they will cast out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they
will pick up snakes in their hands, and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not hurt
them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will recover.’ So then the Lord
Jesus, after he had spoken to them, was taken up into heaven and sat down at the
right hand of God. And they went out and proclaimed the good news everywhere,
while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the message by the signs that
accompanied it.

Friday 11 May
‘I will see you again’
John 16: 20-23
Jesus said, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you will weep and mourn, but the world will
rejoice; you will have pain, but your pain will turn into joy. When a woman is in
labour, she has pain, because her hour has come. But when her child is born, she
no longer remembers the anguish because of the joy of having brought a human
being into the world. So you have pain now; but I will see you again, and your
hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you. On that day you will ask
nothing of me. Very truly, I tell you, if you ask anything of the Father in my name,
he will give it to you.’

Saturday 12 May
‘Ask, and you will receive’
John 16: 23-28
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Jesus said, ‘On that day you will ask nothing of me. Very truly, I tell you, if you ask
anything of the Father in my name, he will give it to you. Until now you have not
asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be
complete. I have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming
when I will no longer speak to you in figures, but will tell you plainly of the Father.
On that day you will ask in my name. I do not say to you that I will ask the Father
on your behalf; for the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and
have believed that I came from God. I came from the Father and have come into
the world; again, I am leaving the world and am going to the Father.’

Sunday 13 May
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION
John 17:6-19
Jesus said, ‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the
world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word.
Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words that
you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in
truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am asking
on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom
you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and
I have been glorified in them.
And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me,
so that they may be one, as we are one. While I was with them, I protected them in
your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost
except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now
I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have
my joy made complete in themselves. I have given them your word, and the world
has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to
the world. I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect
them from the evil one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to
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the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you have sent me into
the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself,
so that they also may be sanctified in truth.’

Monday 14 May
‘Take courage; I have conquered the world!’
John 16: 29-33
Jesus’ disciples said, ‘Yes, now you are speaking plainly, not in any figure of speech!
Now we know that you know all things, and do not need to have anyone question
you; by this we believe that you came from God.’ Jesus answered them, ‘Do you
now believe? The hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered,
each one to his home, and you will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone because the
Father is with me. I have said this to you, so that in me you may have peace. In the
world you face persecution. But take courage; I have conquered the world!’

Tuesday 15 May
MATTHIAS
APOSTLE & MARTYR
Love one another
John 15:9-17
Jesus said, ‘As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If
you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my
Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so
that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.
‘This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.
No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are
my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer,
because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you
friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my
Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and
bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him
in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.’
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Wednesday 16 May
‘Sanctify them in the truth’
John 17:11-19
Jesus said, ‘Now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am
coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me,
so that they may be one, as we are one. While I was with them, I protected them in
your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost
except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now
I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so that they may have
my joy made complete in themselves. I have given them your word, and the world
has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to
the world. I am not asking you to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect
them from the evil one. They do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to
the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you have sent me into
the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify myself,
so that they also may be sanctified in truth.’

Thursday 17 May
‘Father, I made your name known’
John 17: 20-26
Jesus said, ‘I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will
believe in me through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in
me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you
have sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they
may be one, as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become
completely one, so that the world may know that you have sent me and have loved
them even as you have loved me. Father, I desire that those also, whom you have
given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory, which you have given me
because you loved me before the foundation of the world. Righteous Father, the
world does not know you, but I know you; and these know that you have sent me.
I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love with
which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.’
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Friday 18 May
‘Follow me’
John 21: 15-19
When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John,
do you love me more than these?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love
you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my lambs.’ A second time he said to him, ‘Simon son
of John, do you love me?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’
Jesus said to him, ‘Tend my sheep.’ He said to him the third time, ‘Simon son of
John, do you love me?’ Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, ‘Do
you love me?’ And he said to him, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know that I
love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep. Very truly, I tell you, when you were
younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But
when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a
belt around you and take you where you do not wish to go.’ (He said this to indicate
the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, ‘Follow
me.’

Saturday 19 May
‘Come to me’
John 7: 37-39
On the last day of the festival, the great day, while Jesus was standing there, he cried
out, ‘Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let the one who believes in me
drink. As the scripture has said, “Out of the believer’s heart shall flow rivers of living
water.” ’ Now he said this about the Spirit, which believers in him were to receive;
for as yet there was no Spirit, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

Sunday 20 May
DAY OF PENTECOST
John 15.26-27; 16.4b-15
Jesus said, ‘When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father,
the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf. You also
are to testify because you have been with me from the beginning. But I have said
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these things to you so that when their hour comes you may remember that I told
you about them.
‘I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you.
But now I am going to him who sent me; yet none of you asks me, “Where are you
going?” But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts.
Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do
not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.
And when he comes, he will prove the world wrong about sin and righteousness
and judgement: about sin, because they do not believe in me; about righteousness,
because I am going to the Father and you will see me no longer; about judgement,
because the ruler of this world has been condemned.
‘I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When
the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak
on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things
that are to come. He will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare
it to you. All that the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what
is mine and declare it to you.’

Monday 21 May
‘I believe; help my unbelief!’
Mark 9: 14-29
When they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around them, and some
scribes arguing with them. When the whole crowd saw him, they were immediately
overcome with awe, and they ran forward to greet him. He asked them, ‘What are
you arguing about with them?’ Someone from the crowd answered him, ‘Teacher,
I brought you my son; he has a spirit that makes him unable to speak; and whenever
it seizes him, it dashes him down; and he foams and grinds his teeth and becomes
rigid; and I asked your disciples to cast it out, but they could not do so.’
He answered them, ‘You faithless generation, how much longer must I be
among you? How much longer must I put up with you? Bring him to me.’ And they
brought the boy to him. When the spirit saw him, immediately it threw the boy into
convulsions, and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth.

30

Jesus asked the father, ‘How long has this been happening to him?’ And he said,
‘From childhood. It has often cast him into the fire and into the water, to destroy
him; but if you are able to do anything, have pity on us and help us.’
Jesus said to him, ‘If you are able!—All things can be done for the one who
believes.’ Immediately the father of the child cried out, ‘I believe; help my unbelief!’
When Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the unclean spirit,
saying to it, ‘You spirit that keep this boy from speaking and hearing, I command
you, come out of him, and never enter him again!’ After crying out and convulsing
him terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse, so that most of them said,
‘He is dead.’ But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he was able to
stand. When he had entered the house, his disciples asked him privately, ‘Why
could we not cast it out?’ He said to them, ‘This kind can come out only through
prayer.’

Tuesday 22 May
The first shall be last; the last, first

Mark 9: 30-37
They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to
know it; for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, ‘The Son of Man is to be
betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed,
he will rise again.’ But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid
to ask him.
Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked
them, ‘What were you arguing about on the way?’ But they were silent, for on the
way they had argued with one another about who was the greatest. He sat down,
called the twelve, and said to them, ‘Whoever wants to be first must be last of all
and servant of all.’ Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it
in his arms, he said to them, ‘Whoever welcomes one such child in my name
welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent
me.’
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Wednesday 23 May
Those not against us, are for us
Mark 9: 38-40
John said to Jesus, ‘Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name,
and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.’ But Jesus said, ‘Do not
stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon
afterwards to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for us.’

Thursday 24 May
Be at peace with one another
Mark 9: 41-50
Jesus said, ‘For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because
you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward. If any of you put a
stumbling-block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be better
for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into
the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life
maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if
your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than
to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to stumble,
tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to
have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire
is never quenched. For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has
lost its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace
with one another.’

Friday 25 May
A hard teaching
Mark 10: 1-12
He left that place and went to the region of Judea and beyond the Jordan. And
crowds again gathered around him; and, as was his custom, he again taught them.
Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, ‘Is it lawful for a man to divorce
his wife?’ He answered them, ‘What did Moses command you?’ They said, ‘Moses
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allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.’ But Jesus said
to them, ‘Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you.
But from the beginning of creation, “God made them male and female.” “For this
reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the
two shall become one flesh.” So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore
what God has joined together, let no one separate.’
Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. He said
to them, ‘Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against
her; and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.’

Saturday 26 May
Jesus blesses the little children
Mark 10: 13-16
People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and
the disciples spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and
said to them, ‘Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such
as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not
receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.’ And he took them
up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.

Sunday 27 May
TRINITY SUNDAY
John 3: 1-17
There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus
by night and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come
from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of
God.’ Jesus answered him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of
God without being born from above.’ Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can anyone
be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s
womb and be born?’
Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of
God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and
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what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, “You
must be born from above.” The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the
sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is
with everyone who is born of the Spirit.’
Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can these things be?’ Jesus answered him,
‘Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? Very
truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet
you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you
do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one
has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of
Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of
Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. For God so
loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him
may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into
the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved
through him.’

Monday 28 May
Treasure in heaven
Mark 10: 17-27
As Jesus was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and
asked him, ‘Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?’ Jesus said to
him, ‘Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. You know the
commandments: “You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You
shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honour
your father and mother.” ’ He said to him, ‘Teacher, I have kept all these since
my youth.’ Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, ‘You lack one thing; go, sell
what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in
heaven; then come, follow me.’ When he heard this, he was shocked and went
away grieving, for he had many possessions.
Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, ‘How hard it will be for
those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!’ And the disciples were
perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again, ‘Children, how hard it is
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to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.’ They were
greatly astounded and said to one another, ‘Then who can be saved?’ Jesus looked
at them and said, ‘For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things
are possible.’

Tuesday 29 May
The first will be last and the last, first
Mark 10: 28-31
Peter began to say to Jesus, ‘Look, we have left everything and followed you.’
Jesus said, ‘Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or
sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the
good news, who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers
and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with persecutions—and in the age to
come eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.’

Wednesday 30 May

You do not know what you are asking
Mark 10: 35-45

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him,
‘Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.’ And he said to them,
‘What is it you want me to do for you?’ And they said to him, ‘Grant us to sit, one
at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.’ But Jesus said to them,
‘You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink,
or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?’ They replied, ‘We are
able.’ Then Jesus said to them, ‘The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the
baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my right
hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been
prepared.’ When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John.
So Jesus called them and said to them, ‘You know that among the Gentiles those
whom they recognize as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are
tyrants over them. But it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become
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great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you
must be slave of all. For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and
to give his life a ransom for many.’

Thursday 31 May
CORPUS CHRISTI
Mark 14: 12-16, 22-26
On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when the Passover lamb is sacrificed, his
disciples said to Jesus, ‘Where do you want us to go and make the preparations for
you to eat the Passover?’ So he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into
the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you; follow him, and wherever
he enters, say to the owner of the house, “The Teacher asks, Where is my guest
room where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?” He will show you a large
room upstairs, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there.’ So the
disciples set out and went to the city, and found everything as he had told them;
and they prepared the Passover meal. While they were eating, he took a loaf of
bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to them, and said, ‘Take; this is my
body.’ Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, and all of
them drank from it. He said to them, ‘This is my blood of the covenant, which is
poured out for many. Truly I tell you, I will never again drink of the fruit of the
vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.’
When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

A Journal of Scripture& Prayer
is © St John’s Anglican Church
552 Burke Road, Camberwell, 3124.
Email: office@stjohnscamberwell.org.au.
Scripture quotations are taken from the New Revised Standard
Version Bible (Anglicised edition), ©1989, 1995 by the Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of Churches in the USA.
Used with permission. All rights reserved.
The Easter daily prayer is from
© Janet Morley, All Desires Known Expanded Edition, SPCK London 1992.

36

