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‘ordinary time’
The Sundays after Pentecost are sometimes called ‘Ordinary Time’, which
is a helpful description of this low-key season. Its liturgical colour is green
– the colour of quiet, steady growth. That gives us a clue as to how we are
to regard this season: as a time when we work quietly, methodically and
faithfully on our continuing growth in the Christian faith. Now is the time
when the seeds of new life, that germinated in our participation in the
momentous Easter/Pentecost season, must be nourished if they are to
flower into healthy Christian discipleship.
The Journal is centred on the daily reading of a brief passage of
Scripture taken from the lectionary (appointed daily Bible readings) of our
Church. In these two months, they are mostly from Mark’s Gospel on
Sundays, from Matthew on August weekdays, and from Luke in
September.

Commencing prayers:
Prayer at the start of the day
Christ my companion,
you meet me at the beginning of each new day
and walk with me on the road.
Open my heart to know you and receive you,
that I may serve you in love for others
today and always. Amen.

Prayer at the ending of the day

Christ my companion,
you have walked with me on the road today
and met me in those I have encountered.
Open my heart to know you
and receive you in your word,
so I may rest in peace and safety,
confident in your abiding love,
tonight and always. Amen.
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Concluding prayer:
Prayer for the parish

Holy One,
you have revealed to your Church,
through your servant John,
the dazzling vision of your light,
the eternal Word of your truth,
the deep wisdom of your heart.
May we who are inspired by John
also walk in the way of Jesus the Christ;
here at the Junction,
wherever you send us,
in the service of love;
we pray in the name of Christ. Amen.

Wednesday 1 August

The kingdom of heaven
Matthew 13: 44-46

Jesus said: “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which
someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has
and buys that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in
search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold
all that he had and bought it.”

Thursday 2 August

What the kingdom is like
Matthew 13: 47-53

Jesus continued: “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was
thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they
drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the
bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and
separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of
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fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Have you
understood all this?” They answered, “Yes”. And he said to them,
“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven
is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new
and what is old”. When Jesus had finished these parables, he left that place.

Jesus is rejected
Matthew 13: 54-58

Friday 3 August

Jesus came to his home town and began to teach the people in their
synagogue, so that they were astounded and said, “Where did this man get
this wisdom and these deeds of power? Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is
not his mother called Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph
and Simon and Judas? And are not all his sisters with us? Where then did
this man get all this?” And they took offence at him. But Jesus said to them,
“Prophets are not without honour except in their own country and in their
own house”. And he did not do many deeds of power there, because of
their unbelief.

Saturday 4 August
The death of John the Baptist
Matthew 14: 1-12
At that time Herod the ruler heard reports about Jesus; and he said to his
servants, ‘This is John the Baptist; he has been raised from the dead, and
for this reason these powers are at work in him.’ For Herod had arrested
John, bound him, and put him in prison on account of Herodias, his
brother Philip’s wife, because John had been telling him, ‘It is not lawful
for you to have her.’ Though Herod wanted to put him to death, he feared
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the crowd, because they regarded him as a prophet. But when Herod’s
birthday came, the daughter of Herodias danced before the company, and
she pleased Herod so much that he promised on oath to grant her
whatever she might ask. Prompted by her mother, she said, ‘Give me the
head of John the Baptist here on a platter.’ The king was grieved, yet out
of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he commanded it to be given; he
sent and had John beheaded in the prison. The head was brought on a
platter and given to the girl, who brought it to her mother. His disciples
came and took the body and buried it; then they went and told Jesus.

Sunday 5 August
THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD
Mark 9:2-10
Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and
his clothes became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach
them. And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking
with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, ‘Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let
us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.’
He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud
overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, ‘This is my
Son, the Beloved; listen to him!’ Suddenly when they looked around, they
saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. As they were coming
down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had
seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. So they kept the
matter to themselves, questioning what this rising from the dead could
mean.
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Monday 6 August
The feeding of many thousands
Matthew 14: 13-21
Now when Jesus heard [of the death of John the Baptist], he withdrew
from there in a boat to a deserted place by himself. But when the crowds
heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. When he went ashore,
he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them and cured their
sick. When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, ‘This is a
deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that they
may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.’ Jesus said to them,
‘They need not go away; you give them something to eat’. They replied,
‘We have nothing here but five loaves and two fish’. And he said, ‘Bring
them here to me’. Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass.
Taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and
blessed and broke the loaves, and gave them to the disciples, and the
disciples gave them to the crowds. And all ate and were filled; and they
took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full. And
those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children.

Tuesday 7 August
‘Do not be afraid’
Matthew 14: 22-36
Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other
side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the
crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came,
he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was
far from the land, for the wind was against them. And early in the morning
he came walking towards them on the lake. But when the disciples saw
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him walking on the lake, they were terrified, saying, ‘It is a ghost!’ And
they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, ‘Take
heart, it is I; do not be afraid’.
Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command me to come to
you on the water.’ He said, ‘Come’. So Peter got out of the boat, started
walking on the water, and came towards Jesus. But when he noticed the
strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out,
‘Lord, save me!’ Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him,
saying to him, ‘You of little faith, why did you doubt?’ When they got into
the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat worshipped him, saying,
‘Truly you are the Son of God’.
When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret.
After the people of that place recognized him, they sent word throughout
the region and brought all who were sick to him, and begged him that they
might touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it were
healed.

Wednesday 8 August
‘Woman, great is your faith!’
Matthew 15: 21-28
Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just
then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting,
‘Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a
demon.’ But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged
him, saying, ‘Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.’ He answered,
‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.’ But she came and
knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, help me.’ He answered, ‘It is not fair to
take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.’ She said, ‘Yes, Lord, yet
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even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.’ Then Jesus
answered her, ‘Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you
wish.’ And her daughter was healed instantly.

Thursday 9 August
Who do you say Jesus is?
Matthew 16: 13-23
Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, ‘Who do people say that the Son of Man is?’ And they said,
‘Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or
one of the prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’
Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’
And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh
and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I
tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the
gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.’ Then
he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah.
From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must
go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and
chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, ‘God forbid it,
Lord! This must never happen to you.’ But he turned and said to Peter,
‘Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to me; for you are
setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.’
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Friday 10 August
Take up your cross
Matthew 16: 24-28
Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to
save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find
it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their
life? Or what will they give in return for their life? For the Son of Man is
to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay
everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing
here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in
his kingdom.’

Saturday11 August
Faith the size of a mustard seed
Matthew 17: 14-20
When they came to the crowd, a man came to Jesus, knelt before him, and
said, ‘Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic and he suffers
terribly; he often falls into the fire and often into the water. And I brought
him to your disciples, but they could not cure him.’ Jesus answered, ‘You
faithless and perverse generation, how much longer must I be with you?
How much longer must I put up with you? Bring him here to me.’ And
Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of him, and the boy was cured
instantly. Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, ‘Why could
we not cast it out?’ He said to them, ‘Because of your little faith. For truly
I tell you, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this
mountain, “Move from here to there”, and it will move; and nothing will
be impossible for you.’
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Sunday 12 August
MARY, MOTHER OF OUR LORD
Luke 2: 1-7
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom
he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the
time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn
son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because
there was no place for them in the inn.

Monday 13 August
Jesus speaks of his coming betrayal
Matthew 17:22-27
As the disciples were gathering in Galilee, Jesus said to them, ‘The Son of
Man is going to be betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and
on the third day he will be raised.’ And they were greatly distressed. When
they reached Capernaum, the collectors of the temple tax came to Peter
and said, ‘Does your teacher not pay the temple tax?’ He said, ‘Yes, he
does.’ And when he came home, Jesus spoke of it first, asking, ‘What do
you think, Simon? From whom do kings of the earth take toll or tribute?
From their children or from others?’ When Peter said, ‘From others’, Jesus
said to him, ‘Then the children are free. However, so that we do not give
offence to them, go to the lake and cast a hook; take the first fish that comes
up; and when you open its mouth, you will find a coin; take that and give
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it to them for you and me.’

Tuesday 14 August
Become like little children
Matthew 18: 1-5, 10-14
At that time the disciples came to Jesus and asked, ‘Who is the greatest in
the kingdom of heaven?’ He called a child, whom he put among them,
and said, ‘Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like children,
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Whoever becomes humble
like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Whoever welcomes
one such child in my name welcomes me. Take care that you do not
despise one of these little ones; for, I tell you, in heaven their angels
continually see the face of my Father in heaven. What do you think? If a
shepherd has a hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he
not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one
that went astray? And if he finds it, truly I tell you, he rejoices over it more
than over the ninety-nine that never went astray. So it is not the will of
your Father in heaven that one of these little ones should be lost.’

Wednesday 15 August
‘Where two or three are gathered’
Matthew 18: 15-20
Jesus said, ‘If another member of the church sins against you, go and point
out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you,
you have regained that one. But if you are not listened to, take one or two
others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the
evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them,
tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church,
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let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax-collector. Truly I tell you,
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of
you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my
Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am
there among them.’

Thursday 16 August
As we forgive those who sin against us
Matthew 18: 21-19.1
Peter came to Jesus and said, ‘Lord, if another member of the church sins
against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?’ Jesus
said to him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. For this
reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to
settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who
owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not
pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children
and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his
knees before him, saying, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you
everything.” And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him
and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon
one of his fellow-slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him
by the throat, he said, “Pay what you owe.” Then his fellow-slave fell down
and pleaded with him, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” But
he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he should pay
the debt. When his fellow-slaves saw what had happened, they were
greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had
taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, “You wicked
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slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you
not have had mercy on your fellow-slave, as I had mercy on you?” And in
anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he should pay his entire
debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not
forgive your brother or sister from your heart.’

Friday 17 August
A hard teaching
Matthew 19: 3-12
Some Pharisees came to him, and to test him they asked, ‘Is it lawful for a
man to divorce his wife for any cause?’ He answered, ‘Have you not read
that the one who made them at the beginning “made them male and
female”, and said, “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother
and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh”? So they are
no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let
no one separate.’ They said to him, ‘Why then did Moses command us to
give a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her?’ He said to them, ‘It was
because you were so hard-hearted that Moses allowed you to divorce your
wives, but at the beginning it was not so. And I say to you, whoever
divorces his wife, except for unchastity, and marries another commits
adultery.’ His disciples said to him, ‘If such is the case of a man with his
wife, it is better not to marry.’ But he said to them, ‘Not everyone can
accept this teaching, but only those to whom it is given. For there are
eunuchs who have been so from birth, and there are eunuchs who have
been made eunuchs by others, and there are eunuchs who have made
themselves eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. Let anyone
accept this who can.’
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Saturday 18 August

Jesus blesses little children
Matthew 19: 13-15

Little children were being brought to Jesus in order that he might lay his
hands on them and pray. The disciples spoke sternly to those who brought
them; but Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me, and do not stop
them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven belongs.’ And
he laid his hands on them and went on his way.

Sunday 19 August
THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
John 6: 51-58
Jesus said, “I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of
this bread will live for ever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world
is my flesh.’ The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, ‘How can this
man give us his flesh to eat?’ So Jesus said to them, ‘Very truly, I tell you, unless
you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you.
Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them
up on the last day; for my flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. Those who
eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. Just as the living
Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live
because of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which
your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live for
ever.’

Monday 20 August
‘Come, follow me’
Matthew 19: 16-22
Someone came to Jesus and said, ‘Teacher, what good deed must I do to
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have eternal life?’ And he said to him, ‘Why do you ask me about what is
good? There is only one who is good. If you wish to enter into life, keep
the commandments.’ He said to him, ‘Which ones?’ And Jesus said, ‘You
shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You
shall not bear false witness; Honour your father and mother; also, You
shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ The young man said to him, ‘I have
kept all these; what do I still lack?’ Jesus said to him, ‘If you wish to be
perfect, go, sell your possessions, and give the money to the poor, and you
will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.’ When the young man
heard this word, he went away grieving, for he had many possessions.

Tuesday 21 August
Induction of Father John Baldock
For God, all things are possible
Matthew 19: 23-30
Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Truly I tell you, it will be hard for a rich person
to enter the kingdom of heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to
go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the
kingdom of God.’ When the disciples heard this, they were greatly
astounded and said, ‘Then who can be saved?’ But Jesus looked at them
and said, ‘For mortals it is impossible, but for God all things are possible.’
Then Peter said in reply, ‘Look, we have left everything and followed you.
What then will we have?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, at the
renewal of all things, when the Son of Man is seated on the throne of his
glory, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging
the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left houses or brothers
or sisters or father or mother or children or fields, for my name’s sake, will
receive a hundredfold, and will inherit eternal life. But many who are first
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will be last, and the last will be first.’

Wednesday 22 August
The last will be first
Matthew 20: 1-16a
Jesus said: ‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out
early in the morning to hire labourers for his vineyard. After agreeing with
the labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard.
When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the
market-place; and he said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, and I
will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. When he went out again
about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five
o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to
them, “Why are you standing here idle all day?” They said to him,
“Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the
vineyard.” When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his
manager, “Call the labourers and give them their pay, beginning with the
last and then going to the first.” When those hired about five o’clock came,
each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they
thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual
daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against the
landowner, saying, “These last worked only one hour, and you have made
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching
heat.” But he replied to one of them, “Friend, I am doing you no wrong;
did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to
you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not
allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious
because I am generous?” So the last will be first, and the first will be last.’
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Thursday 23 August
Many are called but few are chosen
Matthew 22: 1-14
Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: ‘The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his
son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding
banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying,
“Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my
oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready;
come to the wedding banquet.” But they made light of it and went away,
one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves,
maltreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his
troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to
his slaves, “The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go
therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the
wedding banquet.” Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all
whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with
guests. But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there
who was not wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, “Friend, how
did you get in here without a wedding robe?” And he was speechless. Then
the king said to the attendants, “Bind him hand and foot, and throw him
into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.” For many are called, but few are chosen.’

Friday 24 August
BARTHOLOMEW, APOSTLE AND MARTYR
John 1: 45-51
Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found him about whom
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Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from
Nazareth.’ Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good come out of
Nazareth?’ Philip said to him, ‘Come and see’. When Jesus saw Nathanael
coming towards him, he said of him, ‘Here is truly an Israelite in whom
there is no deceit!’ Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did you come to know
me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you’.
Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of
Israel!’ Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe because I told you that I saw you
under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.’ And he said to
him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of
God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man’.
Not a great deal is known about St Bartholomew. Even his name is uncertain. He is
listed as one of the 12 Apostles in the first three Gospels, but not named in John’s Gospel.
In John’s Gospel, as in the section used for this feast day, Nathanael appears; he does
not appear in the other Gospels, so scholars have speculated that Bartholomew and
Nathanael are the same person. Legend has it that he preached widely in the ancient
world, including in India, and was eventually martyred in Armenia.

Saturday 25 August
The greatest among you will be your servant
Matthew 23: 1-12
Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, ‘The scribes and the Pharisees
sit on Moses’ seat; therefore, do whatever they teach you and follow it; but
do not do as they do, for they do not practise what they teach. They tie up
heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on the shoulders of others; but
they themselves are unwilling to lift a finger to move them. They do all
their deeds to be seen by others; for they make their phylacteries broad
and their fringes long. They love to have the place of honour at banquets
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and the best seats in the synagogues, and to be greeted with respect in the
market-places, and to have people call them rabbi. But you are not to be
called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you are all students. And call
no one your father on earth, for you have one Father—the one in heaven.
Nor are you to be called instructors, for you have one instructor, the
Messiah. The greatest among you will be your servant. All who exalt
themselves will be humbled, and all who humble themselves will be
exalted.’

Sunday 26 August
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
John 6: 56-69
Jesus said: ‘Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and
I in them. Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father,
so whoever eats me will live because of me. This is the bread that came
down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died.
But the one who eats this bread will live for ever.’ He said these things
while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum. When many of his
disciples heard it, they said, ‘This teaching is difficult; who can accept it?’
But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to
them, ‘Does this offend you? Then what if you were to see the Son of Man
ascending to where he was before? It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is
useless. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. But among
you there are some who do not believe.’ For Jesus knew from the first who
were the ones that did not believe, and who was the one that would betray
him. And he said, ‘For this reason I have told you that no one can come
to me unless it is granted by the Father.’
Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went
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about with him. So Jesus asked the twelve, ‘Do you also wish to go away?’
Simon Peter answered him, ‘Lord, to whom can we go? You have the
words of eternal life. We have come to believe and know that you are the
Holy One of God.’

Monday 27 August
Jesus speaks plainly
Matthew 23:13-22
Jesus said, ‘But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you lock
people out of the kingdom of heaven. For you do not go in yourselves, and
when others are going in, you stop them. Woe to you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you cross sea and land to make a single convert,
and you make the new convert twice as much a child of hell as yourselves.
‘Woe to you, blind guides, who say, “Whoever swears by the
sanctuary is bound by nothing, but whoever swears by the gold of the
sanctuary is bound by the oath.” You blind fools! For which is greater, the
gold or the sanctuary that has made the gold sacred? And you say,
“Whoever swears by the altar is bound by nothing, but whoever swears by
the gift that is on the altar is bound by the oath.” How blind you are! For
which is greater, the gift or the altar that makes the gift sacred? So whoever
swears by the altar, swears by it and by everything on it; and whoever
swears by the sanctuary, swears by it and by the one who dwells in it; and
whoever swears by heaven, swears by the throne of God and by the one
who is seated upon it.’
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Tuesday 28 August
Practise justice and mercy and faith
Matthew 23: 23-26
Jesus said: ‘Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe
mint, dill, and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the
law: justice and mercy and faith. It is these you ought to have practised
without neglecting the others. You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but
swallow a camel! Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you
clean the outside of the cup and of the plate, but inside they are full of
greed and self-indulgence. You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the
cup, so that the outside also may become clean.’

Wednesday 29 August
What is inside is what matters
Matthew 23: 27-32
Jesus said, ‘Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like
whitewashed tombs, which on the outside look beautiful, but inside they
are full of the bones of the dead and of all kinds of filth. So you also on the
outside look righteous to others, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and
lawlessness. Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build
the tombs of the prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous, and
you say, “If we had lived in the days of our ancestors, we would not have
taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.” Thus you
testify against yourselves that you are descendants of those who murdered
the prophets. Fill up, then, the measure of your ancestors.’
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Thursday 30 August
Keep awake!
Matthew 24: 42-51
Jesus said, ‘Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your
Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known
in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake
and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must
be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour. Who then
is the faithful and wise slave, whom his master has put in charge of his
household, to give the other slaves their allowance of food at the proper
time? Blessed is that slave whom his master will find at work when he
arrives. Truly I tell you, he will put that one in charge of all his possessions.
But if that wicked slave says to himself, “My master is delayed”, and he
begins to beat his fellow-slaves, and eats and drinks with drunkards, the
master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect him and
at an hour that he does not know. He will cut him in pieces and put him
with the hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

Friday 31 August
Be prepared
Matthew 25: 1-13
Jesus said, ‘The kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took
their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish,
and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil
with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the
bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at
midnight there was a shout, “Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to
meet him.” Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps.
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The foolish said to the wise, “Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are
going out.” But the wise replied, “No! there will not be enough for you and
for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.” And
while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready
went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the
other bridesmaids came also, saying, “Lord, lord, open to us.” But he
replied, “Truly I tell you, I do not know you.” Keep awake therefore, for
you know neither the day nor the hour.’

Saturday 1 September
The parable of the talents
Matthew 25:14-30
Jesus said, ‘It is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and
entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two,
to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. The
one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with
them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the
two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the one
talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.
After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with
them. Then the one who had received the five talents came forward,
bringing five more talents, saying, “Master, you handed over to me five
talents; see, I have made five more talents.” His master said to him, “Well
done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few
things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your
master.” And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying,
“Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more
talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave;
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you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many
things; enter into the joy of your master.” Then the one who had received
the one talent also came forward, saying, “Master, I knew that you were a
harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did
not scatter seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the
ground. Here you have what is yours.”
But his master replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did
you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter?
Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my
return I would have received what was my own with interest. So take the
talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those
who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from
those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for
this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.”’

Sunday 2 September
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Mark 7: 1-8, 14-23
Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from
Jerusalem gathered around Jesus, they noticed that some of his disciples
were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them. (For the
Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their
hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; and they do not eat
anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many
other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze
kettles.) So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, ‘Why do your disciples
not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?’
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He said to them, ‘Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is
written, “This people honours me with their, but their hearts are far from
me; in vain do they worship me, teaching human precepts as doctrines.”
You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.’
Then he called the crowd again and said to them, ‘Listen to me, all of you,
and understand: there is nothing outside a person that by going in can
defile, but the things that come out are what defile.’
When he had left the crowd and entered the house, his disciples
asked him about the parable. He said to them, ‘Then do you also fail to
understand? Do you not see that whatever goes into a person from outside
cannot defile, since it enters, not the heart but the stomach, and goes out
into the sewer?’ (Thus he declared all foods clean.) And he said, ‘It is what
comes out of a person that defiles. For it is from within, from the human
heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, adultery,
avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. All
these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.’

Monday 3 September
Jesus is rejected in his home town
Luke 4: 16-30
When Jesus came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to
the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read,
and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll
and found the place where it was written: ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon
me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has
sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the
blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s
favour.’ And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat
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down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began
to say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’
All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that
came from his mouth. They said, ‘Is not this Joseph’s son?’ He said to
them, ‘Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, “Doctor, cure
yourself!” And you will say, “Do here also in your home town the things
that we have heard you did at Capernaum.” ’ And he said, ‘Truly I tell
you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet’s home town. But the truth is,
there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven
was shut up for three years and six months, and there was a severe famine
over all the land; yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at
Zarephath in Sidon. There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of
the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the
Syrian.’ When they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage.
They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the
hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff.
But he passed through the midst of them and went on his way.

Tuesday 4 September
The Holy One of God!
Luke 4: 31-37
Jesus went down to Capernaum, a city in Galilee, and was teaching them
on the sabbath. They were astounded at his teaching, because he spoke
with authority. In the synagogue there was a man who had the spirit of an
unclean demon, and he cried out with a loud voice, ‘Let us alone! What
have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us?
I know who you are, the Holy One of God.’ But Jesus rebuked him, saying,
‘Be silent, and come out of him!’ When the demon had thrown him down
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before them, he came out of him without having done him any harm.
They were all amazed and kept saying to one another, ‘What kind of
utterance is this? For with authority and power he commands the unclean
spirits, and out they come!’ And a report about him began to reach every
place in the region.

Wednesday 5 September

‘You are the Son of God!’
Luke 4: 38-44

After leaving the synagogue Jesus entered Simon’s house. Now Simon’s
mother-in-law was suffering from a high fever, and they asked him about
her. Then he stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her.
Immediately she got up and began to serve them. As the sun was setting,
all those who had any who were sick with various kinds of diseases brought
them to him; and he laid his hands on each of them and cured them.
Demons also came out of many, shouting, ‘You are the Son of God!’ But
he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew
that he was the Messiah. At daybreak he departed and went into a deserted
place. And the crowds were looking for him; and when they reached him,
they wanted to prevent him from leaving them. But he said to them, ‘I
must proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God to the other cities
also; for I was sent for this purpose’. So he continued proclaiming the
message in the synagogues of Judea.

Thursday 6 September
‘Do not be afraid’
Luke 5: 1-11
Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the
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crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, he saw two boats
there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and
were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging
to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he
sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. When he had finished
speaking, he said to Simon, ‘Put out into the deep water and let down your
nets for a catch.’ Simon answered, ‘Master, we have worked all night long
but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.’ When
they had done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning
to break. So they signalled to their partners in the other boat to come and
help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink.
But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, ‘Go
away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!’ For he and all who were with
him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; and so also were
James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then
Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching
people.’ When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything
and followed him.

Friday 7 September
New wine in new wineskins
Luke 5: 33-39
Then Jesus’ disciples said to him, ‘John’s disciples, like the disciples of the
Pharisees, frequently fast and pray, but your disciples eat and drink’. Jesus
said to them, ‘You cannot make wedding-guests fast while the bridegroom
is with them, can you? The days will come when the bridegroom will be
taken away from them, and then they will fast in those days.’ He also told
them a parable: ‘No one tears a piece from a new garment and sews it on
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an old garment; otherwise the new will be torn, and the piece from the
new will not match the old. And no one puts new wine into old wineskins;
otherwise the new wine will burst the skins and will be spilled, and the skins
will be destroyed. But new wine must be put into fresh wineskins. And no
one after drinking old wine desires new wine, but says, “The old is good”.’

Saturday 8 September
Lord of the sabbath
Luke 6: 1-5
One sabbath while Jesus was going through the cornfields, his disciples
plucked some heads of grain, rubbed them in their hands, and ate them.
But some of the Pharisees said, ‘Why are you doing what is not lawful on
the sabbath?’ Jesus answered, ‘Have you not read what David did when
he and his companions were hungry? He entered the house of God and
took and ate the bread of the Presence, which it is not lawful for any but
the priests to eat, and gave some to his companions?’ Then he said to them,
‘The Son of Man is lord of the sabbath’.

Sunday 9 September
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Mark 7: 24-37
Jesus set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and
did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice,
but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately
heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his feet. Now the
woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast
the demon out of her daughter. He said to her, ‘Let the children be fed
first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs’.
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But she answered him, ‘Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s
crumbs’. Then he said to her, ‘For saying that, you may go—the demon
has left your daughter’. So she went home, found the child lying on the
bed, and the demon gone.
Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of
Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. They
brought to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and
they begged him to lay his hand on him. He took him aside in private,
away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and
touched his tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him,
‘Ephphatha’, that is, ‘Be opened’. And immediately his ears were opened,
his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. Then Jesus ordered them to
tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they
proclaimed it. They were astounded beyond measure, saying, ‘He has
done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to
speak’.

Monday 10 September
Jesus heals on the sabbath
Luke 6: 6-11
On another sabbath Jesus entered the synagogue and taught, and there
was a man there whose right hand was withered. The scribes and the
Pharisees watched him to see whether he would cure on the sabbath, so
that they might find an accusation against him. Even though he knew what
they were thinking, he said to the man who had the withered hand, ‘Come
and stand here.’ He got up and stood there. Then Jesus said to them, ‘I
ask you, is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the sabbath, to save life
or to destroy it?’ After looking around at all of them, he said to him,
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‘Stretch out your hand.’ He did so, and his hand was restored. But they
were filled with fury and discussed with one another what they might do
to Jesus.

Tuesday 11 September
Jesus names his apostles
Luke 6: 12-19
Now during those days Jesus went out to the mountain to pray; and he
spent the night in prayer to God. And when day came, he called his
disciples and chose twelve of them, whom he also named apostles: Simon,
whom he named Peter, and his brother Andrew, and James, and John,
and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James son
of Alphaeus, and Simon, who was called the Zealot, and Judas son of
James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.
He came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great
crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea,
Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon. They had come to hear him
and to be healed of their diseases; and those who were troubled with
unclean spirits were cured. And all in the crowd were trying to touch him,
for power came out from him and healed all of them.

Wednesday 12 September
The Beatitudes
Luke 6: 20-26
Jesus looked up at his disciples and said: ‘Blessed are you who are
poor, yours is the kingdom of God. Blessed are you who are hungry, for
you will be filled. Blessed are you who weep now, you will laugh. Blessed
are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and
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defame you on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice on that day and leap
for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their
ancestors did to the prophets.
‘But woe to you who are rich, you have received your consolation.
Woe to you who are full now, you will be hungry. Woe to you who are
laughing now, you will mourn and weep. Woe to you when all speak well
of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false prophets.’

Thursday 13 September
‘Love your enemies’
Luke 6: 27-38
Jesus said: ‘But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to
those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse
you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from
anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. Give
to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do
not ask for them again. Do to others as you would have them do to you.
‘If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For
even sinners love those who love them. If you do good to those who do
good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. If
you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to
you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love your
enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will
be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the
ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.
‘Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and
you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it
will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together,
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running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be
the measure you get back.’

Friday 14 September
Beware hypocrisy!
Luke 6: 39-42
Jesus also told them a parable: ‘Can a blind person guide a blind person?
Will not both fall into a pit? A disciple is not above the teacher, but
everyone who is fully qualified will be like the teacher. Why do you see the
speck in your neighbour’s eye, but do not notice the log in your own eye?
Or how can you say to your neighbour, “Friend, let me take out the speck
in your eye”, when you yourself do not see the log in your own eye? You
hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see
clearly to take the speck out of your neighbour’s eye.’

Saturday 15 September
By their fruits you shall know them
Luke 6: 43-49
Jesus said: ‘No good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear
good fruit; for each tree is known by its own fruit. Figs are not gathered
from thorns, nor are grapes picked from a bramble bush. The good person
out of the good treasure of the heart produces good, and the evil person
out of evil treasure produces evil; for it is out of the abundance of the heart
that the mouth speaks.
Why do you call me “Lord, Lord”, and do not do what I tell you?
I will show you what someone is like who comes to me, hears my words,
and acts on them. That one is like a man building a house, who dug deeply
and laid the foundation on rock; when a flood arose, the river burst against
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that house but could not shake it, because it had been well built. But the
one who hears and does not act is like a man who built a house on the
ground without a foundation. When the river burst against it, immediately
it fell, and great was the ruin of that house.’

Sunday 16 September
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Mark 8: 27-38
Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on
the way he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say that I am?’ And they
answered him, ‘John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of
the prophets’. He asked them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Peter
answered him, ‘You are the Messiah’. And he sternly ordered them not to
tell anyone about him.
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo
great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the
scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite
openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning
and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me,
Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human
things.’
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want
to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross
and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those
who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.
For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life?
Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed
of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them
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the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his
Father with the holy angels.’

Monday 17 September
Jesus heals a beloved slave
Luke 7: 1-10
After Jesus had finished all his sayings in the hearing of the people, he
entered Capernaum. A centurion there had a slave whom he valued
highly, and who was ill and close to death. When he heard about Jesus, he
sent some Jewish elders to him, asking him to come and heal his slave.
When they came to Jesus, they appealed to him earnestly, saying, ‘He is
worthy of having you do this for him, for he loves our people, and it is he
who built our synagogue for us’. And Jesus went with them, but when he
was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to say to him, ‘Lord,
do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you come under my
roof; therefore I did not presume to come to you. But only speak the word,
and let my servant be healed. For I also am a man set under authority,
with soldiers under me; and I say to one, “Go”, and he goes, and to
another, “Come”, and he comes, and to my slave, “Do this”, and the slave
does it.’ When Jesus heard this he was amazed at him, and turning to the
crowd that followed him, he said, ‘I tell you, not even in Israel have I found
such faith’. When those who had been sent returned to the house, they
found the slave in good health.

Tuesday 18 September
Jesus raises a widow’s son
Luke 7: 11-17
Soon afterwards Jesus went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a
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large crowd went with him. As he approached the gate of the town, a man
who had died was being carried out. He was his mother’s only son, and
she was a widow; and with her was a large crowd from the town. When
the Lord saw her, he had compassion for her and said to her, ‘Do not
weep’. Then he came forward and touched the bier, and the bearers stood
still. And he said, ‘Young man, I say to you, rise!’ The dead man sat up
and began to speak, and Jesus gave him to his mother. Fear seized all of
them; and they glorified God, saying, ‘A great prophet has risen among
us!’ and ‘God has looked favourably on his people!’ This word about him
spread throughout Judea and all the surrounding country.

Wednesday 19 September
The friend of sinners
Luke 7: 31-35
Jesus said: ‘To what then will I compare the people of this generation, and
what are they like? They are like children sitting in the market-place and
calling to one another, “We played the flute for you, and you did not
dance; wailed, and you did not weep”. For John the Baptist has come
eating no bread and drinking no wine, and you say, “He has a demon”;
the Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and you say, “Look, a
glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax-collectors and sinners!”
Nevertheless, wisdom is vindicated by all her children.’

Thursday 20 September
‘Your sins are forgiven’
Luke 7: 36-50
One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to eat with him, and he went into the
Pharisee’s house and took his place at the table. And a woman in the city,
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who was a sinner, having learned that he was eating in the Pharisee’s
house, brought an alabaster jar of ointment. She stood behind him at his
feet, weeping, and began to bathe his feet with her tears and to dry them
with her hair. Then she continued kissing his feet and anointing them with
the ointment. Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw it, he said
to himself, ‘If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and
what kind of woman this is who is touching him—that she is a sinner’.
Jesus spoke up and said to him, ‘Simon, I have something to say to
you’. ‘Teacher,’ he replied, ‘speak’. ‘A certain creditor had two debtors;
one owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. When they could not
pay, he cancelled the debts for both of them. Now which of them will love
him more?’ Simon answered, ‘I suppose the one for whom he cancelled
the greater debt’. And Jesus said to him, ‘You have judged rightly’. Then
turning towards the woman, he said to Simon, ‘Do you see this woman? I
entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has bathed
my feet with her tears and dried them with her hair. You gave me no kiss,
but from the time I came in she has not stopped kissing my feet. You did
not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment.
Therefore, I tell you, her sins, which were many, have been forgiven;
hence she has shown great love. But the one to whom little is forgiven,
loves little.’ Then he said to her, ‘Your sins are forgiven’. But those who
were at the table with him began to say among themselves, ‘Who is this
who even forgives sins?’ And he said to the woman, ‘Your faith has saved
you; go in peace’.
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Friday 21 September
The women around Jesus
Luke 8:1-3
Soon afterwards he went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and
bringing the good news of the kingdom of God. The twelve were with him,
as well as some women who had been cured of evil spirits and infirmities:
Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, and
Joanna, the wife of Herod’s steward Chuza, and Susanna, and many
others, who provided for them out of their resources.

Saturday 22 September
The parable of the sower
Luke 8: 4-15
When a great crowd gathered and people from town after town came to
him, Jesus said in a parable: ‘A sower went out to sow his seed; and as he
sowed, some fell on the path and was trampled on, and the birds of the air
ate it up. Some fell on the rock; and as it grew up, it withered for lack of
moisture. Some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew with it and choked
it. Some fell into good soil, and when it grew, it produced a hundredfold.’
As he said this, he called out, ‘Let anyone with ears to hear listen!’
Then his disciples asked him what this parable meant. He said, ‘To
you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God; but to
others I speak in parables, so that “looking they may not perceive, and
listening they may not understand.” Now the parable is this: The seed is
the word of God. The ones on the path are those who have heard; then
the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they
may not believe and be saved. The ones on the rock are those who, when
they hear the word, receive it with joy. But these have no root; they believe
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only for a while and in a time of testing fall away. As for what fell among
the thorns, these are the ones who hear; but as they go on their way, they
are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does
not mature. But as for that in the good soil, these are the ones who, when
they hear the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit
with patient endurance.’

Sunday 23 September
SAINT MATTHEW
APOSTLE, EVANGELIST & MARTYR
Matthew 9: 9-13
As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax
booth; and he said to him, ‘Follow me’. And he got up and followed him.
And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax-collectors and sinners came
and were sitting with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this,
they said to his disciples, ‘Why does your teacher eat with tax-collectors
and sinners?’ But when he heard this, he said, ‘Those who are well have
no need of a physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn what this
means, “I desire mercy, not sacrifice”. For I have come to call not the
righteous but sinners.’

Monday 24 September
Nothing is hidden
Luke 8: 16-18
Jesus said, “No one after lighting a lamp hides it under a jar, or puts it under
a bed, but puts it on a lampstand, so that those who enter may see the light.
For nothing is hidden that will not be disclosed, nor is anything secret that
will not become known and come to light. Then pay attention to how you
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listen; for to those who have, more will be given; and from those who do
not have, even what they seem to have will be taken away.”

Tuesday 25 September
Jesus’ true relatives
Luke 8: 19-21
Jesus’ mother and his brothers came to him, but they could not reach him
because of the crowd. And he was told, ‘Your mother and your brothers
are standing outside, wanting to see you’. But he said to them, ‘My mother
and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and do it’.

Wednesday 26 September
Jesus sends out his disciples
Luke 9: 1-6
Then Jesus called the twelve together and gave them power and authority
over all demons and to cure diseases, and he sent them out to proclaim the
kingdom of God and to heal. He said to them, ‘Take nothing for your
journey, no staff, nor bag, nor bread, nor money—not even an extra tunic.
Whatever house you enter, stay there, and leave from there. Wherever
they do not welcome you, as you are leaving that town shake the dust off
your feet as a testimony against them.’ They departed and went through
the villages, bringing the good news and curing diseases everywhere.

Thursday 27 September
Who is Jesus?
Luke 9: 7-9
Now Herod the ruler heard about all that had taken place, and he was
perplexed, because it was said by some that John had been raised from the
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dead, by some that Elijah had appeared, and by others that one of the
ancient prophets had arisen. Herod said, ‘John I beheaded; but who is this
about whom I hear such things?’ And he tried to see Jesus.

Friday 28 September
Who do you say Jesus is?
Luke 9:18-22
Once when Jesus was praying alone, with only the disciples near him, he
asked them, ‘Who do the crowds say that I am?’ They answered, ‘John the
Baptist; but others, Elijah; and still others, that one of the ancient prophets
has arisen.’ He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’ Peter
answered, ‘The Messiah of God’. He sternly ordered and commanded
them not to tell anyone, saying, ‘The Son of Man must undergo great
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, chief priests, and scribes, and be
killed, and on the third day be raised’.

Saturday 29 September
Jesus predicts his suffering
Luke 9:43b – 45
All were astounded at the greatness of God. While everyone was amazed
at all that he was doing, he said to his disciples, ‘Let these words sink into
your ears: The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into human hands.’ But
they did not understand this saying; its meaning was concealed from them,
so that they could not perceive it. And they were afraid to ask him about
this saying.
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Sunday 30 September
NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Mark 9: 38-50
John said to Jesus, ‘Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your
name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.’ But Jesus
said, ‘Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name
will be able soon afterwards to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us
is for us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink
because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward.
‘If any of you put a stumbling-block before one of these little ones
who believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung
around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. If your hand causes
you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to
have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot
causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than
to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to
stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with
one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their worm
never dies, and the fire is never quenched.
‘For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has
lost its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at
peace with one another.’
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